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Wow! Can it possibly 
be November again with 
Thanksgiving just days 
away? It seems like only 
last week was Easter… 
Has it really been 10 

months since Christmas? Yes, ready or not, times has 
moved on. And I had great intentions for summer.

As time flies by I think I am becoming more and 
more thankful for the people that have come into my 
life, the relationships that have developed with other 
people. We do get to meet some interesting people in 
life. Some introductions have been intentional on our 
part. Some introductions seem to have been thrust 
upon us by others. Some can only be reconciled as 
“that was a God-thing!”

At one time in my life, I could accurately speak of 
myself as an introverted personality, much more 
comfortable keeping to myself and my thoughts. One 
who would analyze any situation until being described 
as “paralysis by analysis.” Yet over the years, God has 
worked in me encouraging me to become much open 
to receiving people, recognizing the wonder that is 
contained within other lives. So over the years I have 
become more extraverted toward His people. God’s 
nudge has encouraged me to respond even when that 
nudge comes while in the line at the grocery store, 
waiting to get the oil changed in my truck, or sitting in 
the waiting room at the doctor’s office.

One change in my life has been the openness to 
recognize that some people just see things differently 
than I do. I used to think those different way of seeing 
and understanding made them “wrong” or “strange,” 
but have been slowly realizing that just makes people 
human.

For instance, a preacher decided a visual 
demonstration would add emphasis to the Sunday 
sermon. Four worms were placed into four separate 
jars. The first worm was put into a container of 
alcohol. The second worm was put into a container 
of cigarette smoke. The third worm was put into 
a container of chocolate syrup. The fourth worm 
was put into a container of good, clean soil. At the 
conclusion of the sermon, the preacher reported the 

following results: The first worm in alcohol ... Dead. 
The second worm in cigarette smoke ... Dead. The 
third worm in chocolate syrup ... Dead. The fourth 
worm in good, clean soil ... Alive .  So the preacher 
asked the congregation, “What did you learn from 
this demonstration?” One little lady sitting in the 
back, quickly raised her hand saying, “As long as 
you drink, smoke, and eat chocolate, you won’t have 
worms!” That pretty much ended the service!!

As we prepare for Thanksgiving again this year, may 
we give God thanks for the relationships in our lives. 
We are blessed by having many people who have 
been there for each of us from the earliest times of 
our lives. There are people whose generosity keeps 
reaching out, making our lives the wonder they are 
today. May we also give God the praise for those 
relationships that have been created through different 
eyes, different thought patterns, different hearts, 
different minds that catch a glimpse of our living with 
different kinds of sight.

Open my eyes, heart, mind, and soul to receive the 
blessings of relationships You have prepared for me. 
May I give You thanks for all you are doing in and 
through my life. Amen.

Happy Thanksgiving!
 Dr. John
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Children’s Ministry
SAVE THE 
DATE: Handbells 
Performance 
December  3 
during both 
services and our 
Children’s Musical 
Performance December 3 at 5PM.

A Night in 
Bethlehem

“A Night in 
Bethlehem” 
will be held on 
December 9th 
from 12-4 at 

Mount Olivet.  Be transported back in time to the 
marketplace in Bethlehem, where the citizens can’t 
stop talking about Jesus’ birth.  Experience hands-on 
multisensory activities as you visit the Bakery, Metal 
Shop, Scribes Tent, Pottery Shed, Carpentry Shop, 
Painter’s Hut, and the Stable where Jesus was born.  
Don’t miss this exciting journey that reminds us of 
the true meaning of Christmas!  This event is open to 
families and children both young and old.

Children’s Church

Join us for Children’s 
Church at 8:30/11:00 
as we continue 
working on our 
Prayer Wall.   We are 
also learning about 
being an usher and 
offerings.

Handbells 

Interested in your child playing Handbells?  All they 
need to know is their colors and they can join the 
Handbell class.  Practices are held every Sunday 
mornings at 9:40 upstairs in the Children’s Church 
classroom.  We will perform  handbells December 3 
for both services.

Sunday School 

Don’t forget to explore the Deep Blue in our Sunday 
School class right after handbells.

FAITH Friends 

Join us for Faith Friends on Sundays from 5-7pm as 
we continue our adventures together exploring our 
sanctuary, accomplishing missions and participating in 
our music program.  We welcome grades Kindergarten 
– 5th.  We will not meet on 26 November.

Children’s Musical 

It’s that time of year again!  Our Children’s Musical 
practices are taking place during Faith Friends.  Come 
be a part of the fun as we sing and practice dramatic 
plays.  No practice on November 26.



2017 Fall Schedule

*All events are open for students in the 6th-12th
grade unless otherwise stated*

Wednesday High School Bible Study, 7:30-9:00 
pm at The Cove. This Bible study is open to all 
9th-12th grade students. We will discuss topics 
that are of interest to our students, study the 
Scriptures and pray together. This Bible Study is 
ongoing, please join us each Wednesday night. 
Want to receive a text reminder when they are 
sent. Text your number to Jan Culpepper at 
757-373-4155 with a request for Wed. Night 
Bible Study!

Thursday morning youth breakfast, 7:00 -7:40 am 
each Thursday morning school is in session; come 
out for a great hot breakfast and a guest speaker 
each week. Transportation is provided to Manteo 
Middle School and Manteo High School after 
breakfast. This event meets in “Room B” inside 
the main church building.

Sunday School each Sunday at The Cove 
(9:30- 10:30).

Sunday night Youth Group 5:00 - 7:00 pm. This is 
a time for students to grow in their love for God 
and their love for one another as they fellowship 
through the sharing of heavy snacks, playing 
games, and studying Scripture together. 

 Upcoming December Trip! 
Sign up for Winterfest at Liberty University. The 
cost is $60 per student, and the deadline to sign 
up and pay the trip fee is coming soon on Sunday, 
November 26th. “Winterfest” is a Christian 
concert-based event at Liberty University from 
December 30th- January 1st. This event will 
take place at Liberty University on December 
30th and 31st, with concerts taking place from 
6:30 pm- midnight both of those nights, which 
includes ringing in the New Year at the second 
concert. Our group will be spending time together 
on campus at LU until the concert starts on the 
31st, with potential activities such as ice skating, 
using Snowflex (an artificial ski slope), or using 
the student union center gymnasium and other 
amenities.

The concerts include performances by Skillet, 
Hollyn, Lecrae, Crowder, Andy Mineo, and 
more. There will also be performers and speakers 
including John Crist, Justin Flom, and more. This 
is a fantastic lineup that the students will really 
enjoy hearing. Please be in prayer for the safety 
and Spiritual growth of our students at this event.
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Youth Ministry

It is hard to believe that Fall is here and the month of 
October is already over. What an exciting month October 
has been! During Sunday Night Youth Group we 
completed our series on living a life of faith.  During this 
Sunday night series we were able to learn not only what 
faith is, but how to nurture and grow that faith so it can be 
shared with others. On Wednesday Nights our high school 
students have been going through the book of Revelation 
and digging deep into discussion with each other.  
The students have also been hard at work planning a 
Star Wars themed trunk to support the Children’s Ministry 
Trunk or Treat.  October has been a full month and we are 
eagerly looking forward to our next Sunday Night Series 
and other times of hanging out in November.  Don’t forget 
registration ends November 26th for Winterfest, we are 
looking forward to this upcoming December event and 
having a great time of praise together over New Years Eve.

November Schedule Changes:

November 22nd - High School Bible Study will not meet

November 23rd – Youth Breakfast will not meet
Happy Thanksgiving!



4

Music Ministry

If you are in 6 – 12th grade and are looking for a 
great time to worship with your peers and prepare 
to lead, then come and join us. Youth Praise meets 
on Sunday evenings at 7:00 PM. We would love 
to have you commit to share your talents with the 
Youth Praise team and the church. In November 
we are leading worship on Sunday, November 12.

 

Our chancel choir leads worship each Sunday 
morning for the 11:00 AM service. We would love 
to have you join us! If you are interested in singing 
with the choir, we meet on Thursday evenings at 
7:00 PM in the choir room. Contact me for more 
information or stop by a rehearsal to join.

The Resounding Praise team leads worship for the 
8:30 AM service each Sunday. If you are interested 
in joining, then stop in at a rehearsal on Thursday 
evenings at 6:00 PM or contact me for more 
information. We would love to see you there.

“Give Thanks to the Lord”

“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make 
known among the nations what he has done. Sing to him, 
sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. Glory in 
his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord 
rejoice. Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face 
always.”

I Chronicles 16:8-11

“Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them 
say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!” Let the sea 
resound, and all that is in it; let the fields be jubilant, and 
everything in them! Let the trees of the forest sing, let 
them sing for joy before the Lord, for he comes to judge 
the earth. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love 
endures forever.”

I Chronicles 16: 31-34

There are many trials and difficult situations that pull 
us down. Sickness, death of a friend or family member, 
hard times, and more. Through these difficult times how 
can we praise the Lord for the good he has done in our 
lives? We can find comfort in God’s arms. As verse 34 
says: “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, His love 
endures forever.” Our God will never leave us or forsake 
us. He is a good, good father and when we step back 
and look at the grand picture, we will so often realize 
that we have so many things to be thankful for. As you 
go through each day, find time to thank God for the 
provisions he has given.

Our children have been hard at work on the Christmas 
musical The Colors of Christmas. We will be presenting 
the musical on December 3 at 5:00 PM. Join us as 
we hear about the colors we associate with Christmas 
and celebrate the birth of Jesus through this musical 
presentation.

This year we will be presenting our Christmas cantata 
God with Us! on December 10 at 10:00am. If you are 
interested in singing with us, there is still time! Join us 
for rehearsals on Thursday evenings from 7:00 – 8:00 PM 
in the choir room. 
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November Volunteers

Thank you all for your dedication and service in the 
nursery this year. This is such an important ministry 
to our young families. 

Elizabeth

Worship
 The Advent Season 
is fast approaching.  
Dec 3rd is the first 
Sunday of Advent.  

There will be a “Hanging of the Greens” service at both 
morning Worship services.  

Also during the services , the 2017 babies born into 
our church family will be recognized with a Chrismon 
ornament placed on the Christmas Tree.  To insure 
all the babies are recognized, please call Alecia at the 
church office to leave the needed information (252-473-
2089, ext.22).

The Sanctuary will be decorated with Poinsettias and 
greens.  Poinsettias are $10.00 each and can be given 
in memory or honor of friends/loved ones.  Please fill 
out the form in the newsletter and return to the church 
office.  There will also be an order form available with 
the Worship Service Bulletin during November.  The  
deadline for placing your order is Monday, November 
20th.  Poinsettias can be picked up from the church 
after the 11:00 service on Dec. 24th.

Also, please note the following Advent events for 
December at Mt. Olivet.

Dec. 3      8:30 and 11:00    Hanging of the Greens 

Dec. 3      5:00    Children’s Christmas Play

Dec.10   8:30 am Coffee; 8:45 am Sunday School

 10:00 am    Combined Morning Services -   
 Christmas Cantata

Dec. 17      Christmas Caroling 

Dec.  24      Regular Morning Services. (8:30 & 11:00)

   4:00     Open Communion

   6:00    Traditional Christmas Eve Communion Service

                   11:30     Christmas Eve Communion

Dec. 31       Regular morning services
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2017 HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1   Ben Barbee, Noah Gross, Angela Noffsinger,   
 Daylen O’Neal, Kristin Selby

2   June Dixon, Mark Spence

3   Bill Krauss, Blake LaRose, Jeffrey Midgett, Jr.,   
 Mary Pool, Zachary Tillett

4   Julia Burrus, Jan Culpepper,  James Ray “J. R”   
 Davis, Jennifer Dixon

5   Bill Daniels, Ashley Grissom, Katie Lee, Joanna   
 Stickley Munnley, Shannon Owens,    
 Kyle Stickley

6   Tom Blanchard IV

7   Caroline Atkinson, Tom Krauss, Kristen McCown,  
 Chris Moore, Bob Turney, Hunter Wright

8   Evan Davis, Richard K. Wright

9   Zoe Basnight, Hope DeHart, Dianne Jones, Leslie  
 Reed, Gary Setzer

10  Karla Farquharson, Corie Ann Hodges, Holly   
 Presgrave, Meredith Wells, Nevin Wescott

11   Anna Cribb, Grace Deichler, Erin McCown,   
 Jennifer McLemore

12  Barbara Dare Hartwig, Tucker Rozmus

13  Rhonda Bethea, Emily Gamiel, Jonathan Reed

14  Elizabeth Gallop, Mary Kathryn Gore , Troy   
 Tugwell

15  Caroline Adams, Kara Lyn Beatty, Sallie Clarke   
 Roberts

16  Katie Cheeseman, Gib Harrison, Jennifer Phillips,  
 Cody Watts

17  Steve Howell, Christian Staton Martin

18  Linda Cheeseman

19  Jean P. Basnight, Chrissy Bradley, Michael   
 Davenport, Cindy Gregory, Keaton Wescott

20  Rusty Campbell, Nancy Gmitter, Sierra Nissley,   
 Buddy Twiford

21  Margaret Orr

23  Martha Allen, Jolene Burkhart, Laura Szilvagyi

24  Jennifer Bridgers

25  Sheena Berry, David Holton

26  Ryder Austin, Mariah Schierer, Penny Williams

27  Sunshine Scarborough

29  Wil Reed

30  George Miller

 3 Charles & Cynthia Davis, 28 yrs.

  4 Bill & Ina Evans Ernst, 11 yrs.

  8 Rob & Michelle Petty, 14 yrs.

  8 Michael & Renee Davenport, 20 yrs.

 11 Mac & Mary Basnight, 22 yrs.

 13 Jim & Anne Davis, 55 yrs.

 15   Kenneth & Emma Meekins, 31 yrs.

 16 Paul & Melissa Rock, 31 yrs.

 18 Brian & Charlotte White, 22 yrs.

 20 Randy & Beth MacDonald, 18 yrs.

 22 Ralph & Pam Jones, 56 yrs.

 22 Todd & Kristy Kretzschmar, 14 yrs.

 22 Jonathan & Leslie Reed, 22 yrs.

 23 Mark & Jennifer Gamiel, 21 yrs.

 24 Jay & Kathy Burrus, 38 yrs.

 24 Bill & Dee Wheeler, 68 yrs.

27  Jon & Donna Presgrave, 53 yrs.
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Evangelism
For those that were at the revival and heard five 
marvelous Pastors speak, you will know we had a 
mighty walk with the Lord. He strolled the aisles 
every night and touched many people through each 
message brought to us through these teachers. I 
heard many things that have brought to mind what 
we as individuals and as a church must do, if we 
want to heal and build our church with new families. 
It is our duty, our calling, to reach out to those within 
our world, our nation, and our community, to give 
the hope of God to those searching for something 
better, to those feeling worthless, hopeless and living 
in fear.  Pastor Mills told us we must first love our 
Pastor and second our Pastor must shepherd and 
love us. Then each of us must ensure those that are 
hurting, are held up by the church. He pointed out 
that there are members of our church, neighbors, 
family, and friends that feel isolated. They are facing 
a critical disease, facing a balance of mental stability, 
going through divorce, isolated because they don’t 
fit in, or facing spiritual dryness. Whatever the 
circumstance or situation, they feel isolated. In Mark 
2:1-7 we read about four friends of a paraplegic that 
lower his stretcher down through the roof of the 
meeting place  so Jesus would see him and heal him. 
Jesus was so impressed by their belief, He did heal 
the paraplegic. As Pastor Mills pointed out, these 
four friends were in community with this man. They 
wouldn’t let him feel isolated. They did everything 
in their power to help him. They probably helped 
to feed and clothe him, provide transportation and 
spiritual enlightenment. They were there for him. 
This is what we need to do in community with one 
another, so there can be healing and know we are an 
integral part of the church and community. We need 
to pray for one another, for our church, for each of 
our events, and for those out in our neighborhoods.  
Are you ready to support and love our pastor, reach 
out to those isolated and hurting, pray for those 
that need healing, support and pray for our church 
functions, and love new families into the church? 
Let’s ask the Holy Spirit for guidance and then 
humbly get out of God’s way and let Him work 
through us.

As a committee we would like to give a special 
thanks to Le Hook, Arturo Lara, Patty Dutton, Gib 
Harrison, and Pastor John for leading the revival 
services.  To Diane Jones, Don Jones, and Paul Creef 
for ushering. To Deloris and Bobby Harrell, Lynda 
Midget and Arturo Lara for greeting. The revival 
would not have been a success without each of you. 

On December 1st we will be serving Brunswick 
Stew to those attending the Christmas Tree Lighting 
and performances. We will need 55 gallons of 
chicken and beef for Dock Sawyer to prepare the 
stew. This is a big undertaking, but we are confident 

you will help us out.  In November we will be 
giving each Sunday School class a sign-up sheet and 
instructions. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please give Reha Otte’ a call at 252.473.1883.  We are 
also looking for volunteers to serve the cups of stew 
the night of December 1st, downtown in the parking 
lot next to Tranquil Inn. We will start serving at 6:00 
pm and go until the stew cauldron is empty. A sign-
up sheet will be given to each Sunday School class in 
November. You can also contact one of the members of 
the Evangelism Team shown below. This event is truly 
a blessing to those serving and those receiving.

On December 17th at 5:30 pm, we will be Christmas 
caroling to members of our church that are no longer 
able to attend or to get out. They so enjoy when we 
come by to sing to them. They feel connected and less 
isolated. This is your chance to be in community with 
our shut-in’s and to let them know they are loved and 
thought of. This year our youth will be at Cotillion and 
unable to go caroling, so we are asking our adults to 
come out and carol. We will have some of our choir 
members with each group to assist in getting the songs 
started. The church bus, van, and individual cars will 
take you around to the homes, and you will end up 
back at church for hot chocolate and cookies. 

In January we will be holding an ice cream social for 
all the 2017 new members. We hope you ALL will 
come out to make this a fun and delicious event. Look 
for the date in the next newsletter.

Mark your calendar for the 2nd Annual Singspiration 
event that will be held on Saturday, March 10, 2018. 
Musicians across the Outer Banks will be playing for 
us once again. 

Our committee members would like to thank each of 
you for your support and love.

Blessings,
The Evangelism Committee

Reha Otte’
Gib Harrison

Lynda Midgett
Deloris Harrell

Le Hook
Stephen Stetson

Pastor John 



Dear Mt. Olivet Methodist Church,

Your graciousness and hospitality is greatly appreciated.  
Thank you for feeding the Manteo High School football 
players, coaches and cheerleaders both physically and 
spiritually.  Your act of service to our community means 
more than you can know.

We appreciate all the hands that were involved in this 
special event.  We would love your continued support 
as our 2017 season continues.  

God bless,
Manteo Redskins Football Moms Club

MOUNT OLIVET 
EMMAUS FAMILY 
NEEDED TO COME 
TOGETHER

Mount Olivet will 
be hosting the 
DAY OF DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING 
and the GATHERING 

on Saturday, Nov 11 beginning at 4 pm.  We need 
everyone to come out for the Gathering at 6:30 and 
please bring a snack to share.  We will have drinks 
already so NO NEED to bring any Drinks.  Let’s have 
a BIG Attendance of our folks...make it a reunion 
of sorts.  Our community always comments about 
how much they love to come to Mount Olivet so lets 
welcome them in Christian love and numbers. 

Our Emmaus Fund here at church could use some 
replenishing if you feel so led.  Just earmark your 
giving to EMMAUS and it will go into the fund that 
helps with sponsor fees, feeding teams and gas for the 
church van when needed. 

Emmaus of the Albemarle is coming off of two spirit-
filled weekends and we praise God for what He 
continues to do through this ministry.  A few things of 
interest:

If you are interested in attending a WALK TO 
EMMAUS; please drop by the church office and let 
them know.  

If you have attended a WALK TO EMMAUS weekend 
and want sponsor someone or be a member of a 
team; you will need to attend a DAY OF DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING first.  The next one will be 
conveniently held at Mt Olivet on Saturday, Nov 11 at  
4 pm followed by our usual monthly Gathering. 

Applications to team for the Spring Walks - MEN 
(March 1-4) and WOMEN (March 15-18) are due

December 1 and can be printed from the website at 
www.albemarleemmaus.org

Pilgrim Applications for the Spring Walks are due by 
January 15, 2018.

Missions wants to remind everyone that Sunday, 
Nov 5 is designated as a worldwide day of awareness 
and prayer for the Persecuted Church.  As Christians 
in the US; we do not realize what some of the 
Christians are enduring around the world for their 
faith.  We currently partner with an established 
ministry - VOICE OF THE MARTYRS and they 
bring awareness to the non-persecuted world as well 
as work with these Christians in the trenches of their 
martyrdom. 

How to Pray from the Bible

Because the New Testament was written to 
persecuted believers, it is filled with examples of 
how to pray for our brothers and sisters under attack.

Here are 5 examples from Ephesians:

1. Please pray persecuted believers would know the 
hope God gives (Ephesians 1:18).

2. Pray the Holy Spirit would strengthen them 
(Ephesians 3:16).

3. Please pray persecuted believers would know 
how much God loves them (Ephesians 3:17)

4. Pray they would know how to share the gospel 
(Ephesians 6:19).

5. Please pray persecuted believers would fearlessly 
tell others about Jesus (Ephesians 6:20).

Dear Mount Olivet UMC,

Thank you all, so very much for your “love gift” to 
help rebuild our home from hurricane Harvey! 

Your kindness has touched our hearts.  I was moved 
to tears! You all are so wonderful.  The Lord is a 
good and faithful! His goodness through this has 
been wonderful. Blessings on you and yours!

Thankful,
Robin & +Mike Jones

Missions




