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One of my earliest 
memories of Church was 
my Mom & Dad taking 
me to nursery at Belmont 
Methodist Church. As a 

three year old, the Nursery was huge -  must have 
been 3 or 4 acres. The best part for me was a full toy 
kitchen for us kids to play in. There may become 
foreshadowing in the kitchen playing such a huge role 
in my memory. The foreshadowing of one who enjoys 
cooking, of one who enjoys things that are cooked, 
the reality of the first boy in a family with two older 
sisters, and/or the reality that it is hard to guess what 
is going to be meaningful in the life of another person.

As we consider the role of Mt Olivet UMC in the 21st 
century, it is important to realize the basic changes 
that have happened to the Christian churches during 
the late 20th century. About 1980’s, Church and 
church membership became for the Baby Boomers 
and many new/seeking Christians a sense of personal 
choice rather than the vital necessity of a culture.  
That concept of personal choice means that as church 
we need to talk about and think in terms of both sides 
of our Methodist tradition: theology and social action 
… taking each part very seriously. If church wants to
be involved in the lives of the community and have 
the community involved in its life, it will appreciate 
the social sciences even as we appreciate the study 
of Scripture. We will practice the presence of God on 
a day by day that we appreciate the tradition as well 
as the new ways of expressing a faith that values our 
culture but also keeps Christianity quite intentionally 
counter-cultural and distinctive.

Over the next few months, we are intentionally 
asking questions (ourselves and others) about how 
Mt Olivet United Methodist Church can be that place 
of beautiful foliage and deep roots. We recognize 
that we must form small leadership groups that will 
gather insight into faithfully serving for and with 
five targeted groups. We will seek to discover and 
implement properties on each group: 1) Insights 
concerning each targeted area; 2) Ways Mt Olivet 
wants to reach out to each targeted area; 3) Suggest a 
process to implement one or more ways of reaching 
each targeted group. We will ask questions that 

keep in mind our recognition of both the now and 
the then in our lives… with one foot in the life of our 
congregation… the other foot is constantly in a bird’s 
eye view of habits and possibilities.

We’ll ask those questions in Church Council meetings. 
We’ll ask those questions in Sunday School and other 
small groups. We’ll ask those questions of visitors. 
We’ll ask those questions of our members.

In a lot of ways, it is going to be the Nursery kitchen 
at Belmont Methodist Church all over again. There 
have been so many kids that developed into something 
faithful though that Nursery kitchen. Wonder what 
God has in store to show us about creating “Nursery 
kitchens” for all ages in 2017 and beyond?

Dr John

Missions wishes to graciously thank EVERYONE 
who baked and came out and purchased from our 
Bake Sale we held at Grits Grill on Saturday, April 
15. It was a huge success, raising over $1500!  We
are just so grateful to have the support of our church 
family and community.  We had some mighty good 
stuff and had the opportunity to share about Strong 
Missions with some of our Tourists as well.  

Our next, and hopefully final Fundraiser for the Costa 
Rica mission trip will be a Capt Bob’s Fried Chicken 
and Barbeque Drive Thru dinner at RD SAWYER 
FORD on Thurs, May 18.  Tickets will  be $10 and 
the food will be as good as ever.  

THANK YOU , THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
Missions Committee
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What’s going on in Preschool?
We’ve had a busy few months. January was full 
of snow crafts, winter  songs and stories, progress 
reports and getting over our holiday craziness. In 
February, we talked a lot about LOVE and wrapped 
up Valentine’s Day with a cookie exchange. In 
March, we had a great field trip to the very last 
Barnum and Bailey Circus ever! The kids and 
parents had a great time, and we were grateful to get 
to share that experience with them all! 

Now here we are in April already! We have reached 
the end of our alphabet with Letter Land, and we are 
looking forward to 
our end of the year 
festivities! 

We are in our 
busiest time of the 
year right now, 
as we are getting 
ready for our 
biggest fundraiser 
of the year next 
week!  All of the 
donations are 
starting to pour in, 
and we have lots of 
great items for our 
Silent Auction! We 
are SO grateful for 
all of the businesses 
and people that 
have donated to our 
hugely successful 

fund raiser! Without the help of our friends and our 
community, this would not be possible. After our 
fundraiser next week, we will begin our last-minute 
preparations for our graduation the end of May. 

We will be taking spring pictures and planning our end-
of-the-school-year parties! We would like to thank you 
all for your love, prayers and support throughout the 
year!

God Bless!
Shon and Scarlet



Missions Team Meeting- Sunday, May 28th: 
4:00-5:00 PM at the Cove. This meeting is for 
all students and leaders who are attending the 
mission trip. Please note that there is also a $200 
payment due for each student going on the trip no 
later than the time of the meeting.

Drew Peyton

2017 Spring Schedule

*All events are open for students in the 6th-12th
grade unless otherwise stated*

Wednesday- High School Bible Study, 7:30-9:00 
pm at Drew’s House. This Bible study is open 
to all 9th-12th grade students. We will discuss 
topics that are of interest to our students, study the 
Scriptures and pray together.

Thursday morning youth breakfast, 7:00 -7:40 am 
each Thursday morning school is in session; come 
out for a great hot breakfast and a guest speaker 
each week. Transportation is provided to Manteo 
Middle School and Manteo High School after 
breakfast. This event meets in “Room B” inside 
the main church building.

Sunday night Youth Group 5:00 - 7:00 pm. This is 
a time for students to grow in their love for God 
and their love for one another as they fellowship 
through the sharing of food, playing games, and 
studying Scripture together.

Sunday school will continue to meet as previously 
scheduled. (9:30-10:30)
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Youth Ministry

Worship

May Altar Guild:  will be announced in the 
Bulletin. 

Ushers will be announced in Bulletin. We need 
volunteers to usher at both services. Please see the 
sign-up sheet in the education building for details.

We also need volunteers in the sanctuary 
immediately following 8:30 service and 11:00 
service to pick up bulletins, papers, etc. Please see 
Lynda to volunteer. 

Thank you for your service! 

Sarah Wise & Kathy Seawell, Worship Committee 

April was a great month at the Cove, as God provided 
our students with several opportunities to serve our 
community, including a work project at Camp SALT. 
Additionally, a few of our high school students took an 
opportunity to go to Liberty University for “College for 
a Weekend”. Furthermore, we celebrated Easter, which 
was a wonderful reminder of the power, love, and grace 
of God displayed through the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus. Let us carry the message of Easter into May 
and the following months, praising God that He is “just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus”.

Romans 3:21-26: “But now the righteousness of God has 
been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 
and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness 
of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness 
at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”

Below you will find information about upcoming 
schedule changes and mission trip fundraisers for the 
Cove Student Ministry. Please contact Drew if you have 
any questions.

SCHEDULE CHANGES:

Youth Group will not meet on Sunday, May 14th due to 
Mother’s Day. Please enjoy the time with your family!

CANADA MISSION TRIP ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Yard Sale Fundraiser- Saturday, May 6th- This event 
will start in the morning and will end by 1:00 PM. If 
you have items that you would like to donate to our yard 
sale, please contact Drew.
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Music Ministry

If you are in 6 – 12th grade and are looking for a 
great time to worship with your peers and prepare 
to lead, then come and join us. Youth Praise meets 
on Sunday evenings at 7:00 PM. We will be 
leading worship this month on Sunday, May 21. 
We would love to have you share your talents with 
the Youth Praise team and the church.

Our chancel choir leads worship each Sunday 
morning for the 11:00 AM service. We would love 
to have you join us! If you are interested in singing 
with the choir, we meet on Thursday evenings at 
7:00 PM in the choir room. Contact me for more 
information or stop by a rehearsal to join.

The Resounding Praise team leads worship for the 
8:30 AM service each Sunday. If you are interested 
in joining, then stop in at a rehearsal on Thursday 
evenings at 6:00 PM or contact me for more 
information. We would love to see you there.

Keith and Krysten Getty wrote a song called “Good 
Shepherd of My Soul.” This song speaks of being ready, 
determined, and called to follow Jesus the shepherd of 
our lives. Jesus laid down his life by dying on the cross 
for our sins and we lay down our sinful lives and pick 
up the cross ready, determined, and called to follow 
Jesus. As you read through the following lyrics I would 
encourage you to think about how you can and are 
following the good Shepherd of your soul.

“Good Shepherd of my soul 
Come dwell within me. 
Take all I am and mould 
Your likeness in me. 
Before the cross of Christ 
This is my sacrifice: 
A life laid down 
And ready to follow. 

The troubled find their peace 
In true surrender. 
The prisoners their release 
From chains of anger. 
In springs of living grace 
I find a resting place 
To rise refreshed, 
Determined to follow. 

I’ll walk this narrow road 
With Christ before me 
Where thorns and thistles grow 
And cords ensnare me. 
Though doubted and denied 
He never leaves my side 
But lifts my head 
And calls me to follow.

And when my days are gone 
My strength is failing 
He’ll carry me along 
Through death’s unveiling 
Earth’s struggles overcome 
Heav’n’s journey just begun 
To search Christ’s depths 
And ever to follow.”

Blessings,
Nathan Schierer, Director of Music



Mark your calendars!
Vacation Bible School 
July 10 - 14, 2017

9:00AM - Noon
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Children’s Ministry
I would like to thank everyone for the support, time, 
and prayers you have given me during my time as 
Interim Director of Children’s Ministry.  I could not 
have done this job without your love and devotion to 
children and to the church.  I’m so excited about our 
new directors and their love for children and God.  I 
know you will support them as you did me.  Please 
keep them in your prayers.  May God bless this 
program as He has blessed this church.

Patty Dutton

We are very excited to begin as Directors of 
Children’s Ministry at Mount Olivet UMC. We 
look forward to bringing fresh, new ideas to our 
Children’s Ministry. Thank you for sharing your 
children with us as we grow our faith together.

Blessings,
Kim Head and Elizabeth Gallop                                                         

SURGE - 
(Students United, Reaching, Guiding, Each other 
in Christ)

Sunday 5:00 – 7:00 pm, 3rd – 5th grades

SURGE kids have been learning about growing 
their faith and will begin showing their faith through 
missions.  They will be learning what “mission” 
means and begin a mission by communicating 
through a pen pal program. We have super kids who 
come to learn about Christ and how it applies to their 
lives.   Please come join the fun!

Worship Bags
Worship Bags are available for kids to use during the 
8:30 and 11:00 services on Sunday morning.  They 
have small books, coloring pages, word searches, 
pencils, crayons etc. in each bag as well as a Prayer 
Bear.  The Prayer Bear is there so your child can 
share a prayer request with our children’s ministry 
team.  You can write on the paper provided and put 
the bear back in the bag/basket.  Please return the 
bags at the end of the service.  See an usher if you 
need assistance.

OPPORTUNITIES
Mount Olivet has many ways for you to share 
your love of Christ with kids.  We have children’s 
moments, children church, SURGE, and VBS 
(Vacation Bible School).  You will get so much 
joy and love working with these kids. No special 
requirement is needed except your willingness to 

serve and spread God’s love.  If you would like to 
know more about how you can help please email 
Kim Head and Elizabeth Gallop at olivetkids@
mountolivetumc.org or call 252-473-2089.

*** 
VBS registration is now 
available on the Mount 
Olivet UMC website. 

***
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April Birthdays
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
1 - Jep Adams, Jay Burrus
2 - David Buckalew, Makenna Gray, 
2 - Laura Horne, John Pearce
3 - Charlene Heroux
4 - Stacey Gregory, Andrew Wescott
5 - Jane Phillips, Logan Prior, Joe Zoll
6 - Joshua Granger, Kelsey Watts
7 - Sarah McClearen, Argent Spake
8 -Noah Adams, Ronnie Davis, Arturo Lara
9 - Heidi Burkhart, Mary Ennis, Leslie Lafferty,
9 - Ted Martin, Tommy Midgett
10 - Todd Daniels, Nettie Midgett, Annah Petty
11 -James Fauth, Tina Hodgson, Marjalene Thomas
13 - Les Austin, Craig Fearing, Linda Holmes
14 - Courtney Daniels, Melva Garrison, James Miller
16 - Aletia Goudy, Amy Jones, Bob Tugwell
17 - Brantley Clarke, Sarah Gregory, Bill Pearce
18 - Alex Etheridge,Whitney Gallop
19 - Jack Basnight, Sara Beth Belton, Kevin Phillips
19 - Makenna Sexton, Daniel Tugwell
20 - Kenneth Brown
21 - Warren Blackburn, Bobby Harrell
22 - Teresa Griffin
23 - Amy Etheridge, Morgan Midgett
24 - Ralph Jones, Windy Rose, Adeline Trevino
25 - Lily Martin
26 - Jenna Erpelding, Alex White
27 - Jerry Cribb, Johnny Farrow
29 - Bernie Austin, Jr. Sheryl Check
30 - Abbey Reibel
31 - Mike Glover, Edgar Martin, Stanley Oliver
31 - Scott Snead, Jenna Zottoli

 

   
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

   1 Roy & Louise Gray  - 52 yrs.
   1 Kevin & Traci Nissley – 18 yrs.
   3 Tony & Beth Wilcox – 14 yrs.
   4 Ben & Holly Presgrave –16 yrs.
   5 Jackie & Shirley Shannon – 60 yrs.
   9 Rufus & Jerry Hopkins – 58 yrs.
 10 Buddy & Cathy Boyce – 20 yrs.
 12 Mike & Tina Hodgson – 15 yrs.
 15 Tom & Colleen Blanchard – 13 yrs.
 15 Jimmie & Wynne Hopkins – 18 yrs.
 16 Ezra & Lesa Fauth – 33 yrs.
 17 Skip & Charlotte Dixon – 48 yrs
 17 Steven & Ashley Jones – 2 yrs
 17 Terry & Valerie Wheeler – 37 yrs.
 18 Miguel & Katherine Gomez – 15 yrs.
 19 Nathan & Mariah Schierer – 5 yrs.
 20 Richard & Jane Wright – 25 yrs.
 22 Kevin & Millicent Duprey – 18 yrs.
 23 Bill & Janet Zottoli – 30 yrs
 25 John & Sharon Collins – 49 yrs.
 26 David & Brenda Davis – 27 yrs. 
 31 Jed & Amy Dixon – 14 yrs.

Dear Mount Olivet U. M. Church,
I would like to thank everyone for their thoughts, prayers, 
food and love that you have showered upon our family.
I ‘ve never felt so welcomed top a new church from being so 
warmly greeted at the service to John & Patty’s home visits.  
John, when I asked for prayers for for Steven, I had  no idea 
that you and Patty would drive to Greenville to actually be 
there for  us all 7 hours of Steven’s surgery.  I felt truly 
blessed to have had you guys in my life that day forever. 
Steven’s prayer blanket was and still is a comfort to him. 
Every time he curls up in it I tell him he’s feeling the love and 
prayers of Mt. Olivet. Thanks so much.
We ask for continued prayers and support as Steven goes 
through his chemo and for my continued battle with the 
white platelets and red blood cells. We know we are in God’s 
loving arms helping us through this - but we also appreciate 
your love and support.

Glory be to God for He has blessed us all
Gwen & Steven Bricker

May Volunteers

Thank you all for your dedication and service in the 
nursery this year. This is such an important ministry 
to our young families. 
You may have seen in the bulletin that Mount Olivet 
is looking for an assistant Nursery Attendant. This is 
a paid, hourly position for the services when Dana is 
not available. If you know someone who may be 
interested, please encourage them to contact the 
church office for more information.                                          
                                                 Elizabeth








