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Lent began March 1 
and runs for 40 days 
until Easter. Lent is the 
gift of time to prepare 
our hearts and lives 
for the forgiveness 
and transformation 

that comes as God’s gift to you & me. Lent is our 
season of wandering in the  desert searching for 
the promised-land that always seems beyond our 
reach or understanding. Lent is our journey into 
new opportunities for mission and service for Jesus 
even reaching some that don’t know Jesus yet. Lent 
is opening the brokenness of our minds and souls 
receiving and offering forgiveness to all who have 
disappointed and fallen-short, like us. Lent is a season 
for cleaning out the bitterness, anger, and pain to 
allow Jesus, who bore our sorrows, to be resurrected 
in us anew today.

Lent is about saying “No” to the drama and worries 
of our living. Lent is about saying “Yes” to putting 
God first in our lives.

Many of us have grown up with the Lenten idea of 
fasting from something, sometimes even fasting 
from things we like, as a symbol to ourselves and our 
community of faith that we are seeking God first in 
our lives.

Father Tommy Lane wrote in a 2013 Lenten sermon 
an adapted prayer of what it means in our lives to put 
God first in our lives. He wrote:

When we put God first in everything and live by the 
word of the Lord instead of living from the bread of 
the world then we:

Fast from fear; Feast on Faith

Fast from despair; Feed on hope.

Fast from depressing news; Feed on prayer.

Fast from discontent; Feast on gratitude.

Fast from anger and worry; Feed on patience.

Fast from negative thinking; Feast on positive 
thinking.

Fast from bitterness; Feed on love and forgiveness.

Fast from words that wound; Feast on words that heal.

Fast from gravity; Feast on joy and humor.

(adapted from A Lenten Prayer by William Arthur 
Ward) (http://www.frtommylane.com/homilies/year_c/
lent1.htm#fast_from_feed_on accessed 2/20/17)

My prayer for Lent is that as we prepare our hearts 
and souls for the gift of salvation, forgiveness, and 
resurrection, that we fast from the evil and hurtful and 
feast on that which brings healing and wholeness to all 
of God’s people… those within my community of faith 
and even those who don’t know Jesus yet.

May we feast on faith, hope, prayer, gratitude, patience, 
positive encouragement, love and forgiveness, healing, 
joy and humor. May the power of Lent be in us all.

Dr. John

Lent and Easter Schedule
March 1 - 10 – 11 AM Ash Wednesday; Sanctuary 
Open for a time of Ashes and quiet reflection 
-  7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service

March 8 - 12 – 12:45 PM - Lenten Lunch
-  6-7 PM - Lenten Dinner

March 15 - 12 – 12:45 PM - Lenten Lunch
-  6-7 PM - Lenten Dinner

March 22 - 10 -11 AM -  Lenten Readings
-  12 – 12:45 PM - Lenten Lunch 
-  6-7 PM - Lenten Dinner

March 25 - Singspiration Event (see page 2)

March 29 - 10 -11 AM -  Lenten Readings
-  12 – 12:45 PM - Lenten Lunch 
-  6-7 PM - Lenten Dinner 

APRIL EVENTS ON PAGE 2
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April 2 - During 8:30 AM Service –Stephen 
Ministries Commissioning Service

During 11:00 AM Service -  Guest Choir 
Methodist University Chorale

April 5 - 10 -11 AM -  Lenten Readings
-  12 – 12:45 PM - Lenten Lunch 
-  6-7 PM - Lenten Dinner

April 9 - 8:45 Sunday School
-  10:00 Easter Cantata

April 12 - 10 -11 AM -  Lenten Readings

April 13 - 7 PM Maundy Thursday Service

April 16   Happy Easter! 
- Community Sunrise Service Downtown Manteo
- Community Breakfast to follow 
-  8:30 Contemporary 
-  9:45 Sunday School 
-  11:00 Traditional

On Saturday March 25th, we will open the church 
to you and the community for a Singspiration. This 
event will bring you many local singing groups 
with interaction from the audience. The event will 
be from 4:00 - 8:00pm, where we will be providing 
hot dogs, chips, and water throughout the concert. 
This will be an evening of fellowship and fun, so tell 
your friends and family and come out for an exciting 
evening of song. There will be a love offering 
offsetting the cost of the event.
Some of the groups performing are:

Wendy Hemilright        Rocky Creef

            Linda Tillett BeasleyLouie Basnight 

Ray Johnson Steve & Becky Smith

Haven Creek Choir      The Baum Family       

Nathan & Miriah Scheirer

Jim Kelly and Bonita Hurdle

Doug Meekins & Joyful Noise     

Will Fields & Roy Riddick

Echo of Heritage - Doris Creecy

Sometime during the evening, there will be an 
appearance by a very Special person. Come out and 
join us to see who it is.

Reha Otte, Chairman, Evangelism

April Events

Missions
Lent is upon us.   As we reflect on all that God has 
done for us, let us focus on what we can do to be the 
change in the world.  This year our Lenten Offering 
Opportunity will be our Mission Teams from Mt Olivet.  
We are excited that we have two different Mission 
teams going out this summer in opposite directions.  
Our Youth will be going North to Canada. We have 
another team heading South to Costa Rica to Strong 
Missions:  a mission bond forged with Rhonda and 
Ed Bethea before they moved to Manteo and now 
something near and dear to our hearts. 

We are asking that perhaps you “match” funds with 
something during Lent...like for every cup of coffee 
you purchase - you match that amount for the Lenten 
Offering, Perhaps you could forgo a meal out once 
a week and give that money to the cause, or simply 
decide you are going to set aside a specific amount of 
money for each of the 40 days of Lent and make that 
your offering.  The purpose is to consciously think 
about something and when you do, say a prayer for 
our Misssion opportunities while helping them out 
financially.  Rita Shaffer, a member of the Missions 
Committee has worked to prepare a Lenten Prayer 
Guide to help us keep our focus on Missions during this 
Lenten season and we are grateful to her for that. 

As we have said many times before, but it always bears 
repeating; The Missions Committee is so grateful for 
the pledges and for the support of this church family.  
As a church, we are able to really sow into great 
ministries and further and strengthen God’s work here 
on earth.
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Youth Ministry
February was a month of many unique opportunities at 
the Cove. We had the privilege of running a “Parents 
Night Out” event at the church that about 50 children 
from the community attended. This event was themed 
around the “Lego Movie”, and it gave our students the 
opportunity to connect with the children through Lego 
games, activities, and crafts. At the end of the night, one 
of the adult leaders shared a devotional with the children. 
I am very thankful for the leaders and students who put in 
a lot of time and energy to make this a great event.

Another Cove event from February gave us the chance 
to do some yard work and debris removal for a woman 
in Manteo. The United Methodist Men’s group in our 
church has been helping her with repairs on her house so 
that she can keep her home insured, and we were grateful 
for the opportunity to be involved with this worthwhile 
project. Our students worked hard and were able to make 
a tangible difference through their combined efforts.

One of the students from the Cove has a childhood friend 
who has recently been diagnosed with cancer, so our 
students also came together to put the finishing touches 
on a “prayer blanket” at a Sunday night Youth Group 
meeting this month. The students prayed for the girl who 
will be receiving the blanket and wrote encouraging 
notes to her. I would like to extend a “thank you” to our 
church’s prayer blanket ministry for helping to make 
that outreach possible. That night served as a reminder 
to everyone at the Cove that God calls us to pray for and 
encourage the people he has placed in our lives.

The Cove concluded February with the High School 
Retreat (February 24th-26th), and we are kicking off 
March with the Middle School Retreat (March 3rd-5th). 
The theme for both retreats is “Made for This”, as we 
cover the topics of identity and purpose that God has 
given to us. I am looking forward to all that God will 
do in the students at the Cove throughout the month of 
March.

Scheduling Announcement: Due to Room in the Inn, 
Youth group on Sunday, March 26th will meet in the 
church building rather than the Cove.

Drew Peyton

2017 Winter-Spring Schedule

*All events are open for students in the 6th-12th
grade unless otherwise stated*

Wednesday- High School Bible Study, 7:30-9:00 
pm at Drew’s House. This Bible study is open 
to all 9th-12th grade students. We will discuss 
topics that are of interest to our students, study the 
Scriptures and pray together.

Thursday morning youth breakfast, 7:00 -7:40 am 
each Thursday morning school is in session; come 
out for a great hot breakfast and a guest speaker 
each week. Transportation is provided to Manteo 
Middle School and Manteo High School after 
breakfast. This event meets in “Room B” inside 
the main church building.

Sunday night Youth Group 5:00 - 7:00 pm. This is 
a time for students to grow in their love for God 
and their love for one another as they fellowship 
through the sharing of food, playing games, and 
studying Scripture together.

Sunday school will continue to meet as previously 
scheduled. (9:30-10:30)

Worship

Altar Guild and Ushers will be announced in 
Bulletin. We need volunteers to usher at both 
services! Please see the sign-up sheet in the 
education building for details.

Thanks to everyone who helps with Worship 
Committee activities.

Sarah Wise, Worship
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Music Ministry

If you are in 6 – 12th grade and are looking for a 
great time to worship with your peers and prepare 
to lead, then come and join us. Youth Praise meets 
on Sunday evenings at 7:00 PM. We will be 
leading worship this month on Sunday, March  19. 
We would love to have you share your talents with 
the Youth Praise team and the church.

We would love to have you share your talents with 
the Youth Praise

Our chancel choir leads worship each Sunday 
morning for the 11:00 AM service. We would 
love to have you join us! If you are interested 
in singing with the choir, we meet on Thursday 
evenings at 7:00 PM in the choir room. We have 
started rehearsals for our Easter cantata and 
THERE IS STILL TIME for YOU to join! We will 
be presenting A Living Hope on April 9. Contact 
me for more information or stop by a rehearsal to 
join..

The Resounding Praise team leads worship for the 
8:30 AM service each Sunday. If you are interested 
in joining, then stop in at a rehearsal on Thursday 
evenings at 6:00 PM or contact me for more 
information. We would love to see you there.

On Palm Sunday, April 9 at 10:00 AM the Chancel 
Choir will present its Easter Cantata entitled A Living 
Hope. 

If you would like to join us in singing this Easter, feel 
free to join us on Thursday evenings.  Contact me at 
nschierer@mountolivetumc.org for more information.

 You will enjoy familiar tunes and lyrics as we celebrate 
the power of the cross. Christ triumphed over death, and 
through His resurrection, those who follow Him have a 
new and Living Hope!

As Fanny Crosby penned so many years ago:

 Jesus, keep me near the cross;

          There a precious fountain,

          Free to all, a healing stream

          Flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.

          In the cross, in the cross,

          Be my glory ever,

          Till my raptured soul shall find

          Rest beyond the river.
Nathan Schierer, Director of Music
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Children’s Ministry

God’s love in action:   “Bear one another’s burdens, 
and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”    
Galatians 6:2, NRSV

STEPHEN MINISTRY is being birthed at Mt. Olivet 
United Methodist Church with the commissioning of 
its first Stephen Ministers in April.

Pastor Dutton will be joined by Pastor Betsy Haas of 
Kitty Hawk United Methodist Church on April 2nd at 
8:30 a.m. for worship and commissioning.   Our first 
Stephen Minister class consists of Sarah and Rodney 
Benson and Deloris Harrell.

Stephen Ministers are congregation members who 
have completed 50 hours of training over a six month 
period under Stephen Leaders with over 36 years of 
experience.   As needed and desired our Pastor in 
collaboration with Stephen Leaders will prayerfully 
assign Stephen Ministers to offer high-quality, one-to-
one, confidential, Christ-centered caregiving ministry 
to those who may be hurting or going through a 
difficult time.  

During this inaugural time we are grateful that Kitty 
Hawk United Methodist Church’s well-established 
Stephen Ministry program will provide collaborative 
leadership.

What’s the background of Stephen Ministry? 
What are the blessings of Stephen Ministry? 
How does Stephen Ministry work?

During the month of March we will be sharing more 
information weekly in the bulletin in regards to this 
exciting new ministry.    Perhaps Christ is calling you 
to such a ministry?

STEPHEN MINISTRY

It is an honor to be asked to be Interim Director of 
Children’s Ministry.  Thank you for all the support and 
love that has been shown to me as I take on this great 
job.  It is exciting to see how God will lead us in this 
ministry to children.  Jesus said, “Let the little children 
come to me.  Don’t keep them away.  God’s kingdom 
belongs to them.” (Luke 18:16 NIV)

Patty Dutton

SURGE

(Students United, Reaching, Guiding, Each other in 
Christ)

Sunday 5:00 – 7:00, 3rd – 5th grades

SURGE kids are busy learning about “Growing in Our 
Faith” with programs about prayer, faith, giving, and 
planting seeds.  We have super kids who come to learn 
about Christ and how it applies to their lives.  Our great 
volunteers, Kim Head and Sarah Gregory, have a love 
for Christ and a love for children. 

Worship Bags

Worship Bags are available for kids to use during the 
8:30 and 11:00 services on Sunday morning.  They 
have small books, coloring pages, word searches, 
pencils, crayons etc. in each bag as well as a Prayer 
Bear.  The Prayer Bear is there so your child can share 
a prayer request with our children’s ministry team.  You 
can write on the paper provided and put the bear back 
in the bag/basket.  Please return the bags at the end of 
the service.  See an usher if you need assistance.

OPPORTUNITIES

Mount Olivet has many ways for you to share your 
love of Christ to kids.  We have children’s moments, 
children church, SURGE, and VBS (Vacation Bible 
School).  You will get so much joy and love working 
with these kids. No special requirement is needed 
except your willingness to serve and spread God’s 
love.  If you would like to know more about how you 
can help please email Patty Dutton at olivetkids@
mountolivetumc.org or call 252-473-2089.

Mark your calendars!
Vacation Bible School 
July 10 - 14, 2017

9:00AM - Noon
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March Birthdays
1. Martha Callis, Kenneth Meekins, Ellen Parker
2. Angie Daniels, Kathleen Snyder, Annabelle

Walker 
3. Dawn Davenport, Debbie Parker, Ruth Stetson
4. Brad Gainey
5. Jane Brinkley, Scott Buckalew, Hannon Fry,

Timothy Wheeler 
6. Marlowe Crews, Charles Edwards, David White,

Jane Wright 
7. Fields Scarborough
8. Linda Boyd, Michael Campbell, Elisha Creef,

Robin Feerst, Alison Henry, Owen Hodgson 
9. Shaun Adams, Logan Henry Bonner, Waylon

Burkhart, Kate Harrell, Samuel Head Valerie 
Wright 

10. Pat Hamby
11. Renee Austin, Lynette Crews, Elizabeth Gamiel,

Nancy Opdyke, Caroline Pearce 
12. Lauren Horne, Davis Pritchard, Daniel Reed,

Alex Zillifro 
14. Wesley Chandler, Kaleb Goudy, Angel

Martineze, Anita  Twyne 
15. Joyce Edwards, Keeli Harrison, Matt Lewis,

Emma Meekins, Brianna Payne, Bailey Petty, 
Arturo Romero, Dawn Tillett, Zachary Zottoli 

16. Douglas Evans, Jordan LaRose
17. Sara Farrow, Brandon Gregory, Ryan Murphy,

Mark Vrablic 
18. Saint Basnight, Kathy Burrus, Tanner Payne
19. Laura Long, Julie Owens, Janice Tillett
20. Jason Brown, Ray Jones, Reha Otte’
22. John Collins, Dianne Gaskill, Kimberly Head,

Randell Holmes, Lovie McCann, 
Emma Rogers, Gloria Seward 

24. William Creef, Stephen Cribb, Katherine
Kennedy, George Speake 

25. Sam Wright
26. Jerry Austin, Lin Callis, Amanda Daniels, Bob

Hewett, Colton Snead 
27. Dustin Burk, Ryan Evans, Todd Hart, Belinda

Sukeena 
28. Olivia Martin, Gail Midgett, Ryan Parker
29. Kory Erpelding, Hannah Hunt, Ray Midgett
30. Tristan Gomez, Brenda Zaytoun
31. Robert Anderson, Melinda Creef, Michele

Kemp, Ross Shaffer 

HAPPY MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
1. Larry & Della Whitt -  49 yrs

3. Joe & Patsy Zoll – 35 yrs.

4. Jerry & Metta Austin – 39 yrs.

4. Kenneth & Donna Wells – 39 yrs.

10. Bert & Lara Snyder – 5 yrs.

11. Pat & Patricia Hamby - 22 yrs.

14. Michael & Brenda Brent – 24 yrs.

18. J. B. & Kimberly Head – 17 yrs.

18. George & Myra Speake – 40 yrs.

20. Dan & Reha Otte’ –10 yrs.

30. Keith & Karen Zillifro-- 45 yrs.

Let’s 
Celebrate with 
our Brothers 
and Sisters!
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March Volunteers

Thank you all for your dedication and service in the 
nursery this year. This is such an important ministry 
to our young families. 

You may have seen in the bulletin that Mount Olivet 
is looking for an assistant Nursery Attendant. This is 
a paid, hourly position for the services when Dana 
is not available. If you know someone who may 
be interested, please encourage them to contact the 
church office for more information. 

Elizabeth

This past Valentines’ Day marked the very first that 
I can ever remember when I wasn’t celebrating the 
birthday of my mother, Eliza Lou Crews.  Mom 
thoroughly enjoyed her “golden years” in Manteo - 
living in her apartment attached to our home, having 
meals with our family, and especially attending 
church with us at Mount Olivet.  Even as her short-
term memory slowly faded making it difficult for 
her to remember names, events and places, Mom 
continued to enjoy her participation at Mount Olivet 
very much.   I witnessed you, her church family, 
as you embraced “Mrs. Lou” - loving on her and 
engaging with her regularly.  You would stop to speak 
to her or share a laugh or story.  Her face would 
always light up, flashing her characteristic sparkle 
of joy with each interaction.  I believe that those 
moments were truly priceless to Mom - and to her 
Lord and Savior as well.  

On behalf of the Crews family, I want to thank our 
Mount Olivet family for helping us to honor our dear 
mother over these past 15 years, making them some 
of the best of her long and happy life.   

With sincere appreciation, 
Tom Crews and family

Remembering “Mrs. Lou”

We’re all God’s 
Children...  

from the very old... 
to the very young....




