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School is out for the 
summer so I begin to think 
about kids and school. 
Kids see things differently 
from adults. Sometimes 
kids can lead us to see 
what is right before us. 

Sometimes kids miss the idea completely and open 
us to a new level of thinking. I was reading a piece 
on answers kids gave to school tests. Some were 
great. One kid was asked to explain “free press.” 
Answer: “when your mum irons trousers for you.” 
Another was asked to read each of the problems 
and come up with a solution for it. Problem: You 
fell down on the playground and scraped your knee. 
Kid’s solution: “Get up and deal with it.” Another 
answered this question, “What do we call the science 
of classifying living things?” The answer given: 
“Racism”

Vision is seeing clearly who we are, where we are 
going, and how God is going to get us there.

In Lovett Weems’, Right Questions for Church 
Leaders, noted management expert Peter Drucker 
once said that The Salvation Army was “by far the 
most effective organization in the U.S.” Drucker 
explained: “No one even comes close to it in respect 
to clarity of mission, ability to innovate, measurable 
results, dedication, and putting money to maximum 
use.” These characteristics, we have discovered, 
depend on asking the right questions. In reading 
about the development of The Salvation Army and 
working with their officers, I have come to see that 
this iconic institution, which is virtually synonymous 
with a caring presence among the poorest and most 
vulnerable in our midst, has evolved and changed 
over time. The mission of The Salvation Army is 
“to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet 
human needs in his name without discrimination.” It 
is simple, and virtually everyone in the Army knows 
that nothing is more important than this purpose.

Nothing is more central to church leadership than 
the discernment and realization of a compelling, 
shared, and appropriate vision of the next faithful 
step for God’s people. “Where there is no vision, 
the people perish” (Proverbs 29: 18) is true for 

any congregation or ministry. It is leaders who help 
God’s people take that next faithful step. Leaders 
are central, but the vision belongs to the whole 
community since leadership is always about a group. 
Good leaders are often able not only to identify 
strands of the vision but also to help name for people 
what they are already sensing to be God’s calling for 
them.

A church council comprised of the volunteer 
leadership wanted a relatively simple way to think 
about the future of their church. They made two lists 
on newsprint. One included words that described the 
current reality of their congregation. Next to that list 
they created one with words describing what they 
most hoped their church could be in five years. Then 
they used this question: “What will be required to 
close the gap between where we are and where we 
believe God is calling us to go?”

As we journey together this summer and fall, seeking 
God’s vision for the people of Mt Olivet UMC, 
asking “Who are we?”; “Where are we going?”; and 
“How God is going to get there?” May our journey be 
clothed in prayer! May our sight be the eyes of little 
ones. May God’s Spirit be poured into all we think 
and do. May we ask the right questions.

Dr. John

Who knew robots came in frilly, fru-fru 
ballerina versions??   How cute is this??
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Missions

The Costa Rica Mission Team is busy preparing for 
the upcoming trip with Strong Missions, August 2nd-
10th.  We are overwhelmed by the love and support 
that we have received from our church family and 
community. We thank you all! We have been blessed 
through your Lenten giving, cake-baking, BBQ-
eating and Color Run sponsorships.  Your prayers and 
support mean the world to us as we travel way down 
south to work alongside our brothers and sisters in 
Costa Rica. 

We are excited to see what God has planned, Gracias 
a Dios!   (Thanks be to God!)

Your Costa Rica Mission Team:

Paul Creef Josiah Creef  John Dutton  
Patty Dutton Joshua Granger  Gib Harrison 
Pam Harrison Keeli Harrison    Eleanor Bethea  
Ed Bethea        Rhonda Bethea      Kyle Wocel

Follow us on our Facebook page: COSTA RICA 
Mission Trip 2017 

Dear Ms. Fearing & Ms. Davenport, 

Thank you so much for awarding me with the Betty 
Ruth Flowers Gibbs Memorial Scholarship.  I am so 
very grateful for the scholarship.  It will definitely help 
me pursue my dream of becoming a band director,.

I am very excited to attend East Carolina University 
and to start off my fall semester as a marching pirate! 
Thank you again so very much.  I am so very blessed to 
have received this scholarship.

  Sincerely, Emma Alter

Dear Ms. Fearing & Ms. Davenport,

Thank you so much for awarding me with the Helen 
Van Cleef Memorial Scholarship.  It was a hugh 
blessing to have received this scholarship.  It will 
definitely help me pursue my dream of becoming a 
band director.  

I am very excited to attend East Carolina University 
and further my education.  I want to use my talents God 
gave me to teach and share my love of music to many 
kids.  This scholarship really helps out me and my 
family. 

 Thanks again, Emma Alter

  Dear Mount Oilvet UMM and Church Volunteerrs:

I would like to thank and express my appreciation 
to the Methodist Church volunteers for performing 
the Herculean tasks of cleaning, removing carpeting, 
moving furniture, packing books, cleaning floors, and 
completing many other tasks at my house so I could 
come back home from the nursing home.

Because I had experienced some dehabilitating medical 
problems and had also neglected the upkeep of my 
house, the state of my house was simply unacceptable 
for inhabitation.

I realize I could never repay in any way your 
tremendous work; nevertheless, I would like to make a 
small donation.

Thanks again.  
Susannah Prescott

Editor’s Note:  Miss Susie lives at the end of Twyne 
Lane and was in desperate need of help.  Thank God, 
Larry Franklin and his “merry band of men” stepped 
up to assist!  They worked about 100 hours helping 
my neighbor!  So nice to see Christ in action!

Bonnie Strawser

Thank You!



3

Youth Ministry

Worship

Philippians 1:3-6 says “I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine 
for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I 
am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”

As I read these words from Paul to the church in Philippi, 
I can’t help but think of the students at the Cove, and the 
congregation of Mount Olivet UMC. Paul was writing to 
a group of people that he cared for deeply, even as he was 
physically far away from them. His love for them is evident 
in his prayers of thanksgiving as he acknowledges that Jesus 
will finish what He started in their lives through their faith.

In the same way, as my time here with Mount Olivet and 
the students at the Cove comes to an end, I will continue 
to thank God for you. This church and community have 
welcomed Sarah and me with open arms, and we will miss 
you dearly. As we prepare to leave, we are encouraged that 
God will continue His work in the lives of the students. 
He is the anchor and rock especially in times of transition, 
and He is worthy of all of our praise. Please join with me 
in praising God for the incredible ways He is going to 
showcase His faithfulness to Mount Olivet and the Cove 
Student Ministry in this time of transition.

Below you will find scheduling information for the month 
of July.

MISSION TRIP TO CANADA

Please join us in prayer as our team will be serving the 
community of Bridgewater, Nova Scotia through a Vacation 
Bible School at Bridgewater Baptist Church and Drama 
Camp at Long Lake Camp. We will be gone from July 14th-
23rd and are excited to serve God as we tell other people 
about the love and grace found only in Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE FOR JULY

*We will meet at the Cove and return to the Cove for all of
the following events*

July 2nd- Boating Trip to Banana Island, 6:00-8:00 PM 
(Sign-up required)

July 9th-   Kiddie Pool Kickball- @ Manteo Baptist Church, 
6:00-8:00 PM

July 16th-         Movie Night at the Cove, 6:00-8:00 PM

July 23rd-         Bowling Night, 6:00-8:00 PM

July 30th-         Pool Party @ Wescotts, 12:30-4:00 PM 
Drew Peyton 

Director Of Youth Ministries

JOY LIKE JESUS HAD

Amidst a feverish world

Gripped with war’s hate and madness,

We should exemplify

A life of joy and gladness.

A life un-counterfeit

And by such joy possessed

That we may each become

The love of God expressed.

For all the world is tired

Of faith that makes men sad;

Grant gladness to us, God,

And joy like Jesus had.

Contributed by Jean Basnight (author unknown)

July Altar Guild:  will be announced in the 
Bulletin. 

Ushers will be announced in Bulletin. We need 
volunteers to usher at both services. Please see the 
sign-up sheet in the education building for details.

We also need volunteers in the sanctuary 
immediately following 8:30 service and 11:00 
service to pick up bulletins, papers, etc. Please see 
Lynda to volunteer. 

Thank you for your service! 

Sarah Wise & Kathy Seawell, Worship Committee 
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Music Ministry

If you are in 6 – 12th grade and are looking for a 
great time to worship with your peers and prepare 
to lead, then come and join us. Youth Praise is 
taking a break for the summer and will start up 
again in late August. We would love to have you 
commit to share your talents with the Youth Praise 
team and your church.

Our chancel choir leads worship each Sunday 
morning for the 11:00 AM service. We would love 
to have you join us! If you are interested in singing 
with the choir, we meet on Thursday evenings at 
7:00 PM in the choir room. Contact me for more 
information or stop by a rehearsal to join.

The Resounding Praise team leads worship for the 
8:30 AM service each Sunday. If you are interested 
in joining, then stop in at a rehearsal on Thursday 
evenings at 6:00 PM or contact me for more 
information. We would love to see you there.

 For Father’s Day Nathan & the Directors sang a song 
called “The Father’s Love” by Joel Sczebel. I wanted to 
share some of those lyrics again with you because of the 
message that they embody. We serve a father who saved 
us, called us blameless, guides us, and sustains us. We 
are heirs with Christ and I would encourage you to cry 
out to God in and through every time of suffering.

“How has the sinner been forgiven

How has the rebel been made clean

Or blinded eyes been made to see

How have the orphans been adopted

Who hated Your love and ran from grace

Despised and rejected all Your ways

How wonderful the Father’s love, the Father’s love for 
us.

That He would send His only Son to come and rescue 
us.

He has saved us, called us blameless, guides us now and 
will sustain us.

Oh, how wonderful the Father’s love.

Your mercy floods our lives with kindness

Your grace has colored all we see

And You have promised not to leave

You freely give Your Spirit to us

So we can be sure we’re sons of God

And rest in the hope of what’s to come

Though sufferings may fill our lives we’re confident,

we’re heirs with Christ, and so we cry, Abba, Father”

We are also excited to be having our 2017 Vacation 
Bible School “Maker Fun Factory.” Dates are July 10 – 
14. This week will be filled with fun and exciting music
for our children, and I know that all of our helpers will
enjoy the great music that will be a part of each day. Join
us for a great time of worship as we spread the word
of our great maker. If you are able to help decorate the
church please join us on July 3, 5-7.

Blessings,
Nathan Schierer



Mark your calendars!
Vacation Bible School 
July 10 - 14, 2017

9:00AM - Noon
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Children’s Ministry

*** 
VBS registration is now 
available on the Mount 
Olivet UMC website. 

***

Maker Fun Factory VBS will be July 10-14th from 
9 am until noon. We will learn that we are created by 
God and built for a purpose! Online registration is 
available at mountolivetumc.org. If you are interested 
in volunteering and/or donating food for snacks or 
decoration supplies, please contact Elizabeth Gallop or 
see the bulletin board by the church office.   

Summer Sunday School children will explore several 
Dr. Seuss favorites to learn a lesson about following 
the way of Jesus Christ in our one-room classroom 
with ages preschool-5th grade.  We are having a 
wonderful time with all of the children as we go on 
adventures together.  If you are interested in teaching 
a Children’s Sunday School class beginning this Fall, 
please contact Children’s Ministry or Paula Oliver.

S.U.R.G.E. students (3rd-5th grade) will meet up this 
summer on June 25th, July 23rd, and August 20th 
from 5-7pm. Check your email for details on these 
events.  

Family Worship and Communion Sunday will be 
the first Sunday of each month. Families are invited 
to worship together and take communion as a family. 
Children’s Church will not be offered on Communion 
Sunday. Worship Bags will be available during the 
service. Nursery will be available for children Birth-
Preschool ages.

Worship Bags are available for kids to use during 
church services on Sunday morning.  They have 
small books, coloring pages, word searches, pencils, 
crayons etc. in each bag as well as a Prayer Bear.  The 
Prayer Bear is there so your child can share a prayer 
request with our children’s ministry team on the paper 
provided and put the bear back in the bag/basket.  
Please return the bags at the end of the service.  See 
an usher if you need assistance.

Summer Mission Camp for 3rd-5th grade students 
will be July 26-28. The campers will learn about and 
complete many missions in our community. Activities 
will include treats for the SPCA shelter, art activities 
for the Monarch community and scripture shells for 
the beach. Contact Children’s Ministry at 473-2089 
x 29 or olivetkids@mountolivetumc.org for more 
information.

Opportunities to serve in Children’s Ministry are 
available. Mount Olivet has many ways for you 
to share your love of Christ with kids including 
Children’s Moments, Children’s Church, SURGE, 
Sunday School, and VBS (Vacation Bible School).  
You will get so much joy and love working with these 
kids. No special requirement is needed except your 
willingness to serve and spread God’s love.  If you 

would like to know 
more about how you 
can help please email 
Children’s Ministry 
at olivetkids@
mountolivetumc.org or 
call 252-473-2089.

Elizabeth Gallop  
and Kim Head,  

Directors of  
Children’s Ministires
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  1   Stacy Bell, Karynna Culpepper, Caroline 
Kebschull, Brandon MacDonald, Anastasia 
Wescott

  2  Tony Wilcox

  3  Becky Austin, Griff Crews, Jimmy Hopkins, 
Clara Meiggs Jones, Doug Tillett

  4  Stephen King, Bo Owens

  5  Ezra Fauth, Tracy Watts

  6  Cameron McCown, Mark Skinner II

  7  Hannah Renee Meekins, Waverly Reibel

  8  Winborne Evans, Steven Jones, Julie Ann Tillett,  
Dusty Sawyer White

  9  Taryn Jade Booth, Kailee Henry, Gladys Wyse, 
Travis York

 10  Larry Mallam, Charles Petty 

 11  Tom Crews, Donna Tillett

 12  Edgar Barnes, Maggie Sexton, Stuart Wescott, 
David Wilcox

 13  Caitlin Byrum

 14  Carolyn Johnson, Gene Snead, Lynn Tugwell

 15  Lindsea Fearing, Evan Frank, Tim Hartwig, 
Carol Meekins, Hunter Presgrave

 16  Cristina Bope, Angela Pitts Rozmus,

 17  Christian Goudy, Terry Wheeler 

 18  Amy Davenport, Jimmy Hook, Karen Phillips 

 19  Elanit Fauth, Sally Scarborough

 20  Rodney Berry, Jackie Hart, Shelton Ott

 21  Tom Blanchard III, Sarah Lynn Brown, Archie 
        Burrus, Loretta Fertal, Hannah Nicole Meekins

 22  Caitie Fauth, Marguerite Martin, Buddy 
McCown, Carl Payne, Keith Zillifro

 23  David Via, Adlyn Wescott

 24  Hannah Barnes, Philip Hale Foreman, Kiersten 
Hart

 25  Samatha Hodges, Jeanie Midgett,

 25  Larry Thomasson

 26  Jim Brown, Jack “J.B.” Head, Jim Martin

 27  Jed Dixon, Linda Ott, Sarah Wise

 28  Meredith Gwaltney

 29   George Bonner IV, Hunter Duprey, Atreyou 
Fauth, Russell Fleming

 30  Chris Tedrick, Maudie Vaughn

 31  Robert Walter Campbell, Jr., Sandra Murphy

5 Staton & Marguerite Martin – 43 yrs.

 7 Bob & Argent Spake – 54 yrs.

 9 Coy & Donna Tillett – 58 yrs.

10 Byron & Sandra Sawyer – 57 yrs.

12 Bobby & Carol Haywood – 48 yrs.

14 Bryon & Stacie Allen – 10 yrs.

18 Bernie & Nancy Austin – 47 yrs.

20 Larry & Toni Franklin – 47 yrs.

22 Craig & Judith Fearing -22 yrs.

23 Bill & Margaret Daniels -22 yrs.

26 Phil & Sally Scarborough – 62 yrs. 

27 Bill & Suzanne Godley – 27 yrs.

27 Dock & Robin Sawyer – 32 yrs.

28 Lee & Lynn Tugwell – 38 yrs.

31 Jim & Gloria Davis – 35 yrs.

31 Andy & Kelly Ennis – 7 yrs.
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July Volunteers

Thank you all for your dedication and service in the 
nursery this year. This is such an important ministry 
to our young families. 

You may have seen in the bulletin that Mount Olivet 
is looking for an assistant Nursery Attendant. This is 
a paid, hourly position for the services when Dana 
is not available. If you know someone who may 
be interested, please encourage them to contact the 
church office for more information. 

Elizabeth

Evangelism
Save the dates:
Church Family Picnic -  
September 24th  noon to 3:00PM

Fall Revival with local pastors as 

speakers each night - October 22-26

Evangelism Committee 



Thanks
Dear Friends,

Thank you for surrounding me with love through your 
prayers, cards, food and phone calls.

 Knowing so many have been praying for me has been 
such an encouragement during the past weeks.

Paul and I both appreciate all these expressions of 
Christian love.   

Estelle Midgett

To:  Mrs. Fearing and the Mount Olivet Scholarship 
Committee,

I just wanted to thank you again for the opportunity 
to interview for the scholarship(s) of Mount Olivet 
Methodist Church on Sunday.

It was nice to meet you all, and it was nice to be back in 
the church.  I have a lot of good memories of my time 
with Miss Shon and Mrs. Jeanie.

Thank you again.    
Sincerely, Cole Basnight

Dear Scholarship Committee,

I am honored to be the recipient of the Betty Ruth 
Flowers Gibbs Memorial Scholarship and can’t thank 
you enough for this wonderful opportunity.  I promise 
to work hard and hope to make you proud. 

Sincerely, Cole Basnight

Dear Scholarship Committee,

I am so honored that you have considered me to receive 
the Louise “Bubbles” Daniels Scholarship.  I promise 
to work hard, keep God first, and be a worthy recipient.    
Thank you so much again.

       Sincerely, Cole Basnight

Dear Scholarship Committee, 
I just wanted to thank you again for recognizing me as 
the recipient of the Helen Van Cleef Petty Memorial 
Scholarship.  Please thank the family of  Mrs. Helen 
Van Cleef  Petty for me.  I understand that she was a 
very nice person.  I am very honored. 
Thank you so much again.  

        Sincerely, Cole Basnight 

To Mount Olivet United Methodist Church,

I am writing to thank you for your generous Betty Ruth 
Flowers Gibbs and Helen Van Cleef Petty  Memorial 
Scholarships.  I was so happy and appreciative to 
learn that I was selected as one of the recipients. By 

awarding me these Scholarships,  you have lightened 
my financial burden which will allow me to focus 
more on my education.  Thank you again for your 
generosity and support.

Sincerely, Jenna Zottoli 

To Everyone in the Scholarship Committee,

Thank you so much for selectin me as a recipient for 
the Flowers Gibbs and Van Cleef Petty Scholarships. 
I am beyond grateful to have even been considered 
for either of these.  The money from these 
scholarships will help my family and me get through 
yet another year of college.  Thank you guys for 
everything!.

        Sincerely, Colby Fry

Dear Mount Olivet,

Thank you so much for once again providing me 
with such a generous scholarship to help me return 
to UNC Chapel Hill in the coming fall!  I’ve really 
loved it there.  I really think it’s where I’m meant to 
be and cannot wait to be back to learning and classes 
in August!.   

All the Best, Lauren O’Dell

Dear Mount Olivet, 

Thank you all so much for awarding me the Gibbs 
Memorial Scholarship.  I can’t thank you all enough. 
In August, I’ll be attending East Carolina University, 
and working towards a Bachelor’s of Arts Degree in 
Computer Science.  

This scholarship will help pay for the ever-rising cost 
of college and move on to my dream of designing 
video games of my own.  Thank you all for this 
opportunity.  

Andrew O’Dell

Dear Ms. Fearing, Ms. Davenport, and the rest of the 
Scholarship Committee and Church Members, 

Thank you so much for awarding me the Betty 
Ruth Flowers Gibbs and Richard Cole Evans 
Memorial Scholarships.  I am so honored by these 
scholarships,and I assure you that they will not go 
to waste.  I hope that your summer is going well and 
continues to! Thank you again, 

Choe E. Williams 

Dear Scholarship Committees,
 I would like to thank you for the two very generous 
scholarships that I received.  I greatly appreciate the 
support of my church family.   These two scholarships 
will help in my next year of school that I am looking 
forward to.
                                    Sincerely, William Brown




