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Words from 
Our Pastor

The wrapping paper 
has been thrown out.  
Company has gone 
home. Gifts have 
been put away.  The 
decorations are down, 
now what?  There are 

only 355 shopping days until Christmas.

The cycles of life continue and we move forward.  
Time flies.  Our children grow up and develop their 
own rhythms. 

Life seems to be filled with commitments.  
Sometimes we are consumed by our schedules.  
Jonathan Winters used to say, “It’s a rat race and the 
rats are winning”.
I heard someone jokingly say that they were ready for 
the flu so they could take some time off.   

How did I get my life filled with so much that I feel 
guilty if I slow down?  How do I regain control of my 
schedule rather than being consumed by it?  Do I need 
a 12 step program in order to re-gain my perspective?

It seems to me that most of us could benefit from a 
few basic principles.  

The first principle is to keep God in the center of my 
life.  Running here and there without the guidance of 
our Heavenly Father is like going canoeing without 
an oar.  We are simply moved around by the current.  
When we find ourselves neglecting our faith, we need 
to stop and evaluate and re-decide to put Him first.

Our vows as Methodist remind us of this:  I will be 
faithful with my prayers, presence, gifts, and service.

The second principle is related to the first-- time 
management.  Remember that our culture calls us to 
give time to so many things that will not matter in a 
few years.  Let’s balance our time and refuse to overly 
involve ourselves in “things” that will interfere with 
principle one.

The last principle that I would like to offer is the 
principle of readiness.  What I mean by readiness is 
that I am ready to stop what I am doing at a moment’s 
notice in order to give time to someone in need.  If I 
manage one and two well, then I can be emotionally 
available to offer a helping hand to someone who 
might be crying out for help without feeling like I am 
sacrificing other things in my life.  I can be ready to 
listen, ready to go, ready to help.  Serving can be a joy 
rather than another job.

I am wishing you all a very Happy New Year!
Grace and Truth,

John

If you missed Camel Lot, you missed a real blessing! 
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Thanks!!!

Children’s Ministry

Received on our Mt Olivet Facebook page:

Dec 21st, 4:12pm

I JUST RECEIVED MY JOY BASKET AND I 
WANTED TO THANK EVERY ONE INVOLVED 
I NEVER EXPECTED SUCH GENEROSITY 
AND HOW MY HEART IS FULL OF LOVE 
AND THANKFULNESS MY GRAND SONS 
WHO LIVE WITH ME WILL BE FOREVER 
GRATEFUL AS WE ARE THANK YOU FOR 
OUR BLESSINGS FROM YOU AND OUR 
ALMIGHTY GOD 

BLESS YOU ALL AND MERRY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!

A JOY Basket recipient  AND FAMILY

Christmas JOY Baskets....
The blessings flowed both ways....  Join us in praising the Lord for the impact Olivet 

Kids Ministry has had in 2014, and for His will and 
plans to shine brightly for us to follow in 2015! We 
are so blessed and honored to be a part of all the 
wonderful things God is doing here at Mount Olivet. 
Please know, with the growing ministry, we do have 
ministry positions available. Call Tina Hodgson 
at 473-2089 ext 29, to learn more about these 
opportunities. 

We are so very excited to announce that beginning 
January 18, 2015, at 5:30PM, Pastor John will be 
leading a small group style parenting class. This 
will be a six week study where we can all come 
together for a family meal then go to our own 
groups. Nursery will be provided through age 5, 
kindergarten through second grade students will also 
begin a group study, as well as SURGE and YOUTH 
continuing to meet on Sunday afternoons. We are 
praying that all who are available will join, as we 
grow closer to Him and to each other! 

January Events 

SURGE back from Christmas break 
 - January 4 at 5:30PM

Olivet Kids Music 
- Watch for upcoming events on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/olivet.kids.9

Mission Possible Kids  - January 6 at 2:30PM

K-2 Olivet Kids Group - January 18 at 5:30PM
 Tina Hodgson,  

Director of Children’s Ministries
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Nursery Volunteers

Thank you for volunteering to serve our children 
in the church nursery. Your time is appreciated! 
If you cannot serve during your scheduled time, 
please make arrangements to swap with someone 
on the schedule. The nursery can always use more 
volunteers. If you are willing to serve, please contact 
me!

Elizabeth Gallop   elizabethgallop@yahoo.com  423-0484

Missions
A big THANK YOU to all who helped out with 
funding, packing and delivering our CHRISTMAS JOY 
Baskets.  Many lives were touched by your generosity.  
It is always a blessing to those of us who organize these 
projects to see the willingness of this church family 
respond in such a big way!  We say it every year, but 
our church has to be the most generous group of folks 
on Earth!

We look forward to continuing to be the hands and 
feet of Christ through our Missions projects and 
partnerships for 2015.  We are grateful to all of 
those who pledged your gifts to Missions and we 
expect to be good stewards of your monies and keep 
Mount Olivet on the track of being in touch with 
those who are serving on the front lines of local, 
national, and international Ministries and Missions.

If you have any questions or concerns about our 
Mission Projects, or if you know of needs; please see 
one of us and we are happy to help or coordinate help.  

Please keep our church family and our Missions in your 
prayers and may God Bless you during 2015.

Missions Committee

Worship
Altar Guild will be announced in Bulletin

 Ushers/Greeters 
8:30 Bob and Flossie Tugwell 473-5993    

11:00 Staton and Marguerite Martin 473-5290 
11:00 Edna Black 473-5348

 A special thanks to John Wescott and Nathan Schierer 
for helping with the Church Christmas decorations. 
Thanks also to Kathy Seawell and Lynda Midgett 
for their great leadership and service to the Worship 
Committee over the years.

 Communion Stewards will be announced in Bulletin.
 Sarah Wise, Chairman

More Camel Lot!!
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Music Ministry
“A New Year”

Thank you to all who shared their talents in 
December putting forth great care and effort 
to make the Canata and Children’s musical a 
success. We could not have done it without all of 
the dedication, encouragement, and support. We 
are looking forward to an exciting New Year. As 
we enter into a new year I would encourage you 
to think about the following verses:

“…but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one 
another with Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody to the Lord with all 
your heart, always and for everything giving 
thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
God the Father.” 

Galatians 5:18b – 20

Take a moment to reflect on the lyrics to the 
hymns and worship songs you hear on the radio. 
Speak to each other with words of kindness and 
love. Strive to make each day a time of praise 
for the things that God has given us. Sing your 
songs of praise and worship to the Lord at every 
opportunity. 

Going into this coming year remember to give 
thanks to God for all the wonderful things He 
has given to us. I have been truly blessed by the 
compassion and joy that has been given to me 
by the Mount Olivet family. I am excitedly 
looking forward to each New Year that I am 
able to celebrate with such a loving family of 
God.
“I’m so glad I’m a part of the Family of God,

I’ve been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His 
blood!

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod,

For I’m part of the family,

The Family of God.”
- Bill Gaither

Blessings,
Nathan Schierer

  JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

2    Sadler Smith 
3    C. K. Evans,  Adam Fauth,  Joel Midgett 
4    Robbie Campbell, Alyse Stewart 
5    Bill Pitts 
6   Gordon Blanchard 
7   David Davis, Mallory Hopkins 
8   Rita Shaffer, Holt Rose, John Grissom, Gregory 

Pearce 
9   Genesis Rain 
10 Susan Fearing, Cynthia Mills 
11 Matthew Schleizer, Lea Taylor Bonner, Kathy 

Davis 
12 Earl “Squirrley” Green, Katie Brill, Trent York 
13 Bryan Erpelding 
14 Karen King, Alice Turney, Chris Adams 
15 Shon Lee,  Priscilla Fauth, Olivia Daniels,  

Breanna Lane, Benson Nissley 
16 Mark Vrablic, Jan Wilson, Erica Burkhart, Drew 

Peyton 
17 Roy Gray, Dawn Buckalew 
18 Paul Creef, Rebekah Paramore 
19 Margaret Henderson, Margaret Jean Daniels,  

Pat Lester, Jenna Gwaltney, Tedrick Ryder 
20 Sandy Moore, Janet Zottoli 
21 Richard Murphy 
22 Melinda Long 
23 Ralph Orr, Renee Glover, Anna L. Basnight,   

Savannah Brill, Zachary Reed 
24 Rufus Hopkins, James Cox 
25 Carol Adams, Paige Keel, Nikki Seward,  

Chandler Fearing 
26 Ruth Lewis, Dailey Midgett 
27 Wesley Carmichael, Jamie Wescott 
28 Carol Setzer, Myra Speake, Gloria Spence,  

Blake Dowdy 
29 Darlene Craddock, Paula Mayfield 
30 Juanita “Nita” Hepler,  Mark Gamiel, 

Robert Kranz 
31 Roxie Pritchard, Mack Hopkins, Ashley White
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Youth Ministry
Welcome to 2015! It is hard for me to believe 
that 2014 has come to a close, but I am excited 
about all that God is going to do in the lives of 
the students at the Cove in 2015. Please continue 
reading for information about the upcoming winter 
retreats, schedule changes for this month, and our 
weekly schedule. Happy New Year!

Drew Peyton

Schedule Changes in January

We will not have any weekday events at the 
Cove from December 22nd-January 2nd due to 
Christmas Break. Specific dates are listed below. 
Enjoy the time with your families!

Cove Afterschool- Will not meet: January 1st, 
January 20th

Youth Breakfast- Will not meet: January 1st

Sunday Night Youth Group- Will not meet: 
January 18th, join us for either the Middle School 
Winter Retreat or the High School Winter Retreat 
instead! (Details below)

Winter Retreats

This year, our winter retreats will be separated for 
middle school and high school students. Those 
attending the middle school retreat will leave from 
the Cove at 3:00 pm on Friday, January 16th and 
will return on Sunday, January 18th at 1:00pm. 
Those attending the high school retreat will leave 
from the Cove at 3:00 pm on Monday, January 
19th and return at 1:00 pm on Wednesday, January 
21st. The students are out of school for those 
days already, so those attending the trip will not 
interfere with school.

The retreats will both take place at a beach house 
in Kill Devil Hills. The trip is $20 and will include 
laser tag, food, fun, and a time of Spiritual growth 
as we go through lessons based around our theme: 
“Speaking the Truth in Love”. All money raised 
from the registration fees on this trip will be 
going to fund missionaries leaving from Manteo 
to minister in Costa Rica. You won’t want to miss 
this awesome time with your friends, sign up in the 
church office before it fills up! Registration closes 
January 14th. In order to go on this trip, you need 
to have filled out the “Mount Olivet Cove Youth 
Ministry Permissions 2014” and “Cove Contact 
General Trip Permission” forms, both of which 
can be found in the church office or online at 

http://www.thecoveobx.org/#!coveforms/cffl. Invite your 
friends and sign up today!

2014-2015 Winter Schedule

*All events are open for students in the 6th-12th
grade*

All events meet at the Cove except youth 
breakfast

Tuesday and Thursday- Cove Open Afterschool 
3:00-5:00pm when school is in session. We will 
enjoy snacks together from 3:30 -4:00 and spend 
the rest of the time in fellowship.

Thursday morning youth breakfast, 7:00 -7:40 
am each Thursday morning school is in session; 
come out for a great hot breakfast and a guest 
speaker each week. Transportation is provided 
to middle and high school after breakfast. This 
event meets in “Room A” inside the main church 
building.

 Sunday night Youth Group 5:30 - 7:00 pm. 
This is a time for students to grow in their love 
for God and their love for one another as they 
fellowship through the sharing of heavy snacks, 
playing games, and studying Scripture together.

 Sunday school will continue to meet as 
previously scheduled. (9:45-10:45)

January Wedding Anniversaries

1 Bill & Martha Pitts - 42 yrs.

6 Ben & Elizabeth Gallop - 13 yrs.

7 John & Melva Garrison - 46 yrs.

11 Solomon & Cynthia Mills - 12 yrs.

15 Carl & Beckie Boles - 45 yrs.

17 Daryl & Tracy Watts - 27 yrs.

26 Neil & Amanda Songer - 12 yrs.
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The cost of aging infrastructure of our Church has resulted in a significant shortfall of in repair 

funds, based on what we have experienced over the last 2 years. The Sanctuary was rebuilt in 1985, 

the Fellowship Hall was built in 1976, and the Education Building was built in 1947. All three 

buildings have had frequent roof leaks since new, especially at the firewalls. When the leaks have 

occurred over a period of time, the wood supports began to rot, and termites have damaged wet 

areas where treatment at the foundations cannot reach. Previously it was assumed that the leaks 

were caused by wind driven rain, but we’ve learned that spot repairs have not helped, and in some 

cases have hidden the problems. Although building structure is the largest portion of our repair 

costs, mechanical and electrical infrastructure are also in need of replacement. 

During 2014, about 20% of the lower siding was replaced, the steeple structure was jacked up, 

supports replaced on the rotted side, and more importantly, the worst window seals were properly 

redone. The remaining 80% of the siding will need replacing in the next five years. The sewer line 

from the Education Building was replaced; a severe leak above the choir loft was repaired.  The 

Education Building hallways were scraped, primed, and repainted where they were badly peeling. 

The 1976 carpet has been replaced in the Children Director’s office/activities room, Preschool, and 

the Joy classroom with commercial carpet squares that can be cleaned or replaced after staining. 

The good news is that the worst of the problem leak areas have been repaired and that a 

preliminary plan has been developed identifying most of the potential repairs necessary during the 

next 5-10 years. Due to the foresight of several individuals 15 years ago, a Capital Reserves account 

was created to address heat pump and appliance replacements. Repair budgets have not been 

increased in 15 years, but several trusts were created by member’s families to supplement repairs.  

This coming year the repair budgets have been increased by 20% above the 1999 budget levels 

and are tentatively planned to increase gradually yearly to meet the needs. Yearly planning 

sessions will be held to address maintenance issues to maintain a five year plan. 

In addition to other family trusts a new trust was created by a donation this past year that will 

ultimately grow to a level that will substantially supplement maintenance repairs. This trust, “God’s 

House Repair”, is actively growing with donations from members who wish to make a long term 

commitment to maintain the main church buildings. The funds can only be used for maintenance 

repairs and not projects or capital acquisitions. Five percent of its value will return back to the 

church annually. The Trustees actively encourages contributions to this fund above those 

Stewardship commitments.  

It has been a pleasure to serve as Chair of Trustees this past year.  

Larry Franklin 
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