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Words from 
Our Pastor

As we continue our 
stewardship focus, I 
would like for each of 
us to continue thinking 
of stewardship as a 
honor and not as a 
burden.  As we present 
our offerings to Jesus 
each week, we are 
telling Him that we love 
Him.

I have wondered how the 5 love languages (The Five 
Love Languages; Gary Chapman, Moody Publishers, 
1992.) relate to our expressing our love to our 
Heavenly Father.

According to Dr. Chapman, we say “I love you” with 
quality time, with words of affirmation, with acts of 
Kindness, with touch, and with gifts.  We can tell God 
we love Him by spending time with him corporately 
and personally.  We can offer God a word of praise.  
We can offer a cup of water to a person who is thirsty.  
We can “touch God as we embrace Jesus, and we can 
say “I love you” with our gifts.

When I think of gift-giving I think of some amazing 
gifts that I have received over the years.  Some of 
those gifts were costly to those who gave them.  I feel 
a sense of joy when I think of that occasional gift that 
I have given that was costly and timely.

I would like to invite us all to think of saying “I 
love you” to God with our gifts.  We are not just 
supporting the many worthy ministries of Mount 
Olivet UMC,  we are saying to Him, “I Love You”.

Grace and Peace,
John

ps  Do we remember how good it feels to give that 
“perfect gift”? Please bring your pledge card to 
church on December 7th.

December Calendar of Events

GOING TO CHURCH 
Some go to church to take a walk 
Some go there just to laugh and talk, 
While others go to doze and nod; 
But wise men go to be with God. 

Some go to church old friends to greet, 
And some to speak to all they meet, 
While others go their gifts to bring; 
But wise men go the hymns to sing.

Some go to church a fault to hide; 
Some go there just to see inside, 
While others go their time to spend; 
But wise men go a prayer to send.

Some go to church to hear the chimes; 
Some go there just to have good times, 
While others go their clothes to show’ 
But wise men go of God to know.

Unknown Author - Contributed by Jean Basnight

 

December 7 

8:30 & 11:00 AM Stewardship Sunday

December 14

8:30 & 11:00 AM  
Christmas Cantata   “The First Noel”

5:00 PM 
Children’s Christmas Drama “Camel Lot” 
Birthday Party for Jesus following

December 21

5:00 PM Christmas Caroling

December 24

4:00 – 5:00 PM  Open Communion 

6:00 – 7:30 PM 
Christmas Eve Communion Service

11:30 PM - Midnight
Christmas Eve Communion Service
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Thanks!!!

Children’s Ministry

Dear Mount Olivet Church Family,

Due to an infection on my knee, a second surgery 
was required and my Doctor stated if this did not 
work I could lose my leg.  Prayer request went 
throughout the island.  My family, friends, church 
members, Pastor Cribb and people prayed for me. 
The healing of my leg has become a powerful 
example of prayers and faith including my Doctors. 
Again, Ronnie and I thank you for all the prayers, 
cards. telephone calls, visits and food.  

Carol Meekins

December, is it really already December? What a 
blessed year we have had in the children’s ministry 
at Mount Olivet UMC. We have seen many lives 
touched with the love of Christ. These children 
have seen Jesus in you, and I want to thank you 
so very much for allowing Him to use you, your 
talents, and your gifts to have an eternal impact.

Looking back over the year, we are able to see how 
God is working in building relationships with the 
leaders and children within our ministry. This is 
church, and it blesses my heart to see so many of 
our church family members getting to know our 
younger ones. We are all investing into their lives 
and ministering to them. As the saying goes, it 
takes a village, and I am proud to be a part of this 
one. They are hearing the words of God in every 
lesson, but trust me it will be you they remember 
when they are older. The person who stopped to ask 
them if they were OK when they fell, or the smile 
and words of encouragement received on any given 
Sunday, will remain as the fingerprints of Christ 
drawing them closer to Him through your kindness 
and acts of service. So thank you for being His 
hands and feet and sharing His love as we together 
train them up in the way they should go. 

God bless us, every one! 
Tina Hodgson

A Season of Giving

Christmastime is here and we are all very busy. It is 
my prayer that we do in fact remember the reason 
for the season, and may we be intentional about 
keeping Christ in Christmas this year. There are so 
many wonderful ideas, here are just a few:

1. Set up a Nativity together at home. While
placing the figurines, remember the story of Jesus’ 
birth and share it with your children.

2. Participate in Advent. This year our church is
doing the Sparkle Box. If your family was not able 
to attend The Hanging of the Greens service, please 
stop by the church office or ask Children’s Director, 
Tina Hodgson for more information.

3. Don’t participate in the excessive
commercialism. Enough said. 

4. Watch DVD’s like Why Do We Call it
Christmas, that will help you tell the real story of 
Jesus.

5. Do something for someone else on Christmas
Eve or Christmas Day. Our family tradition is 
baking cookies for people who work in Manteo on 
Christmas Eve helping to keep us safe. 

6. Attend a Christmas Eve service.

7. Read Luke 2 together on Christmas Eve or
morning.

Olivet Kids December Events

• December 14th - 5:00PM - Camel Lot, A
Christmas musical followed by a birthday party 
for Jesus. The children have worked hard to 
be able to present Camel Lot for you and your 
families. Please come and support them as we 
celebrate Jesus’ birth! Our birthday gift for Jesus 
this year may be bags of your favorite Christmas 
candy that will be included in the JOY dinner 
basket gifts given by Mount Olivet UMC 
missions to local families this year.

December 21st - 5:00PM - All are invited to join 
us on a caroling adventure! Meet in front of the 
church at 4:50 to join one of our community 
groups that will leave at 5:00 for caroling, and 
we will wrap up back at the church with light 
refreshments and hot chocolate!

• Christmas Eve services include an afternoon
open communion, a 6:30PM with nursery 
provided, and an 11:30 - midnight communion 
service! 

Bring your gifts of CANDY to Jesus’ Birthday Party!  
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Nursery Volunteers

Thank you for volunteering to serve our children 
in the church nursery. Your time is appreciated! 
If you cannot serve during your scheduled time, 
please make arrangements to swap with someone 
on the schedule. The nursery can always use more 
volunteers. If you are willing to serve, please contact 
me!

Elizabeth Gallop   elizabethgallop@yahoo.com  423-0484

Missions
“You can give without loving. But you cannot love  
without giving.” 

Amy Carmichael (1867-1951),  
missionary to India

 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, 
and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you 
invited me into your home.  I was naked, and you 
gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. 
I was in prison, and you visited me.’ “Then these 
righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever 
see you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give 
you something to drink?  Or a stranger and show 
you hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing?  
When did we ever see you sick or in prison and 
visit you?’ “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the 
truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers and sisters,[a] you were doing it to me!’           
Matthew 25:35-40

It’s the Christmas season and time to think about 
the needs of others who may not be as blessed 
as we are.  Again this year, Mount Olivet will 
we sharing with those in need in our community 
through the Ministry of JOY BASKETS!  These 
baskets will provide families with all the fixings 
for a great Christmas meal and Breakfast plus some 
extras.  

Each basket will have a turkey, ham, potatoes, rice, 
gravy, stuffing, cranberry sauce, veggies, bread, 
rolls,margarine, tea, milk, orange juice, eggs, 
sausage and grits plus homemade goodies and a bag 
or two of Christmas Candy.

All will be assembled and delivered on December 
21.

HOW CAN YOU BE INVOLVED, you may be 
asking?

1- If you know a family that might be in need of 
receiving a JOY BASKET, please let Jean or Aletia 
know in the office by Dec 15

2 - You can donate $75 to purchase the goods 
for one basket or donate any amount you wish 
to CHRISTMAS JOY BASKETS through your 
regular church giving

3- You can bring a bag or two or more of Christmas 
candy to the BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS on 
Sunday, Dec 14 at 5pm.  Everyone loves a little 
sweet indulgence at Christmas.

4 -  You can sign up to make homemade goodies 
that we can pack in the baskets - they will need to 
be delivered to the Church prior to 1 pm on Sunday, 
Dec 21.

5 - You can sign up to help pack the baskets at 1:30 
pm on Dec 21

6 - You can sign up to help deliver the baskets at 
the conclusion of packing them on Sunday, Dec 
21 - last year people went out in pairs and it took 
about an hour

Be on the lookout  on the bulletin board outside the 
Church office for sign-up sheets

Missions Commitee

Nannie Midgett Circle 
Mon., Dec. 15--Nannie Midgett Circle--Wanda 
Daniels--6:30 P.M.

Toni Frankiln
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Music Ministry Worship
 Altar Guild

Chair – Margaret Daniels 473-3534 
Peggy Snead, Paula Oliver, Mary Poole, Estelle 
Midgett

Ushers/Greeters

8:30 Hughes and Janice Tillett 473-3644 
11:00 Tom O’Neal 473-1125 and Lynda Midgett 

473-7023 
11:00 Carol Meekins (Greeter) 473-5905

Communion Stewards will be announced in 
Bulletin

 Special thanks to Johnny Wescott and members who 
helped get the Church ready for the Hanging of the 
Greens service. Special thanks to all families who 
participated in the Hanging of the Greens Service. 
Awesome decorating!

Please remember the following Advent dates and 
services:

 November 30  
- Morning Worship (8:30 AM and 11:00 AM) 
- 5:00 PM Hanging of the Greens Service followed 
by Soup and Sandwich dinner

December 7 
 - Morning Worship and Communion (8:30 AM and 
11:00 AM). Stewardship cards returned

December 14 
- Morning Worship (8:30 AM and 11:00 AM) 
    Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata @ both morning         
    services 
-  5:00 PM - Children’s Christmas Program-- “Camel  
      Lot” -- Birthday Party for Jesus and Pizza Dinner

December 21 
- Morning Worship (8:30 AM and 11:00 AM) 
- 1:30 PM Mission Baskets assembly in Fellowship  
      Hall 
- 5:30 PM - Church-wide Christmas Caroling

December 24 Christmas Eve – 
- 4:00 - 5:00 PM Open Communion 
-  6:00 - 7:30 PM Christmas Eve Service 
- 11:30 PM – 12:00 AM Communion

December 28 
- Morning Worship (8:30 AM and 11:00 AM) 

Tri-chairs: Lynda Midgett,  
Kathy Seawell, Sarah Wise

Christmas Hymns

The Christmas season is a wonderful time to bring 
out the hymns that we re-visit for one month every 
year. Christmas hymns have such an important 
message about the birth of our savior and help us 
remember the reason we celebrate Christmas. Many 
of my childhood Christmas traditions revolved 
around caroling and sharing the message through 
these songs. I would like to share with some words 
about two of my favorites.

“Joy to the world! the Lord is come;

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare him room,

And heaven and nature sing”

Penned by Isaac Watts in 1719, this hymn is based 
on Psalm 98. “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, 
all the earth”. Isaac originally wrote the song as a 
hymn about the second coming of Jesus. The word 
are a powerful message to prepare our hearts for 
both the birth of Jesus and his return.

“Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet 
head.

The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.”

While the original author of the words is unknown, 
it is often attributed to Martin Luther. The words 
remind us of the humanity of Christ and how he 
was brought into the world in such lowly stable. 
All or heaven was watching in anticipation as Jesus 
came into this word. 

So many of the hymns we sing at Christmas time 
have such an important message for the entire year. 
I would encourage you to really read through the 
words and think about the profound meaning and 
important message that they bring this Christmas 
season and throughout the year.

Join us on December 14th for the 8:30am or 
11:00am service for the Christmas cantata: The 
First Noel (Celebrating the Birthday of a King). 

 Also join us at 5:00pm for the Olivet Kids Musical 
Camel Lot followed by a Birthday Party for Jesus.

Blessings,
Nathan Schierer
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Youth Ministry

Sunday Nights in December
December 7th- Youth Group from 5:00-7:00

December 14th- No Youth Group, come to Mount 
Olivet’s Sanctuary at 5:00 instead, for our Children’s 
Ministry Christmas Drama “Camel Lot” followed by 
a Birthday party for Jesus.

December 21st- Youth Christmas Party 4:00 at 
the Cove, Caroling starting at 5 (Tacky Christmas 
sweater contest)

December 28th- Cancelled- Enjoy the time with your 
family and friends

December is a busy time in the life of our church, 
because it holds many events and services 
celebrating Christmas. I am thankful for each of 
these opportunities to come together as the body 
of Christ and celebrate His birth, because all too 
often I find my focus shifting to other things during 
this time of year. I worry about what gifts I am 
going to give, what gifts I will receive, who I will 
see and who I won’t see from my family, how 
much time I will get off work, and any number 
of other holiday-related concerns. Over the past 
years, I have begun to learn, however, that when I 
try to make Christmas about these things, I am left 
disappointed. These are valid concerns and can be 
good things to pursue, but even the pursuit of good 
things leads to frustration if it is not first rooted in 
Christ.

Whether your concerns this month are similar to 
mine or completely different, I am confident that 
we can all find the answer to them in the Gospel. 
Let us not forget that we celebrate Christmas 
because of the gift of Jesus Christ. As worship 
becomes our focus rather than ourselves, we can 
experience peace and truly enjoy all that Christmas 
entails, including the gifts, time with family, and 
everything else. May God bless you during this 
month, Merry Christmas! 

Drew Peyton

Cancellations in December

We will not have any weekday events at the Cove 
from December 22nd-January 5th due to Christmas 
Break. The cancelled events are listed below. Enjoy 
the time with your families!

Cove Afterschool- Will not meet: December 23rd, 
December 25th, December 30th, or January 1st

Youth Breakfast- Will not meet: December 25th or 
January 1st

Sunday Night Youth Group- Will not meet: 
December 28th

2014 Winter Schedule

*All events are open for students in the 6th-12th
grade*  All events meet at the Cove except youth 
breakfast

Tuesday and Thursday- Cove Open Afterschool 
3:00-5:00pm when school is in session. We will 
enjoy snacks together from 3:30 -4:00 and spend 
the rest of the time in fellowship.

Thursday morning youth breakfast, 7:00 -7:40 
am each Thursday morning school is in session; 
come out for a great hot breakfast and a guest 
speaker each week. Transportation is provided 
to middle and high school after breakfast. This 
event meets in “Room A” inside the main church 
building.

Sunday night Youth Group 5:30 - 7:00 pm. This is 
a time for students to grow in their love for God 
and their love for one another as they fellowship 
through the sharing of heavy snacks, playing 
games, and studying Scripture together.

Sunday school will continue to meet as 
previously scheduled. (9:30-10:30)

Jesus is the 
REASON 
for the 

SEASON!
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

 1   Jenna Frank 
 2   Olivia Gainey, Casey Howell, Gena Sadler 

Terry, Karen Walker 
 3   Charles Edwards, Jr., Tess Harrell, Elizabeth 

Hodgson, Lindsey Mitchell 
 4   Chris Edwards, Sarah Pritchard, Kenneth 

Wells 
 5   Zack Hodges 
 6   Stacie Wheeler Allen, Lynda F. Midgett,            

Courtney Zillifro Herrera 
 7   Becky Evans, Michelle Gray Johnson 
 8   Ward Blanchard, Pauline Rock 
 9   Eugene Dever 
10  Katherine Bottjen, Edward Williams 
11  Artie Ange, “Tucker” Walker 
12  Meldine Lee, Jen Phillips, Corrina Wescott,  

Kristina Wescott, Joe Willis 
13  Denise Trevino 
14  Cindi Griffith, Davie William Hook,  
15  Rebecca Boyce, Sammy Midgett, Jr. 
16  Lauren Craddock Garza, Mya Erpelding,     

Dan Otte’ 
17  Ruby W. Beasley, Jim Davis 
18  Michele Barnes, Sophie Farrow, Jan  Krauss, 

Hillary Rock Harrison   
19  Dana Davenport, Pam Harrison, Donald  Jones, 

Travis Jones 
20  Mabel Clupper 
21  Ann Payne, Paul Rock 
23  Joanne Braine, Meris Noel Duprey, Carroll 

Harrell, Kathy Seawell 
26  Chris Basnight, Benn Seward, Clarence 

Skinner 
27  Carl Boles, Kim D. Hunt, Wendy Kelly, Coy 

Tillett 
28  Jeff Bliven, Kaley Gallop, Jordan Gutshall,  

Aaron Hopkins, Brian Horne, Rex Tillett 
29  Metta Austin, Peg Landreth, Peyton Snell 
30  Judith Fearing, Jen Meekins, Traci Nissley 
31  Kathryn Gore, Alex Martin, Anna Strawser

            11        Lee & Sarah Dee Wise - 20 yrs.

            15        Ronnie & Carol Meekins - 57 yrs.

            15        Gary & Carol Setzer - 25 yrs.

            18        Olin & Dotsy Davis - 38 yrs.

            22        Jim & Barbara Brown - 58 yrs

            22        Walter & Barbara Holton - 43 yrs.

            23        Clarence & Ruth Lewis - 40 yrs.

            28        Edison & Reda Midgett - 66 yrs.

            29        Buddy & Erin McCown - 13 yrs.

Take a look at the newly painted upstairs hallway and 
children’s classrooms.

Thank you to all who gave their time and input to make 
this happen, and thank you to Larry Franklin for all his 
efforts to help complete this task. The classrooms look 
beautiful!

Galatians 6:10 (ESV) So then, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who 
are of the household of faith.

-Paula Oliver

From Our Sunday School Superinendent

Come and Worship!




